CAONOLOGY OP SIGNIFICANT EVENTS REIATim TO 
THE EMPLOYMENT OF U.S. FORCES IN LEBANON (Ul 

'Jli 

SECOND INSTALDiENT 
-'^ . 16 July - 30 October 1958 



t 



U raquMtML Acom ■hoald b* 
taOMl to ladivUuab raqatota^ 


HISTORICAL DIVISION 
JOINT CHIEFS OP STAFF 
29 December 1958 



•FJPRODUCTIOH OF THIS DOCUMIHT HOT 
10 SS UAfiS WZIHOUI PESUISSIOtI 01 

XBSUXSQ onzGS** — 


EZetOOED nOH iUTOUTlC 
SBGRADIVGt DOD DIB 9200 *0 
DOES SOT APFIT 


"USAPE reported that t.hte fli»St aircraft carrying BLUE' - 
^BAT Force A (l87th Airbdl^e Battle Group) to Adana 

'>'"^Wsn^l%"S3ri3 1369. 1604U5Z Jul 58, 
•-itePG Lebanon Mag Pile. 

CINCSPECOMME, aboai^i the TAOONIC 1000 jafda off Red 
Beach near the Beirut airport, reported that the air- 
field had opened at O6OOZ for normal operations and 
comercial traffic. The 3rd BUT, 6th Marines, had 
beo^ landing at 0530Z, with the mlsaion of taking over 

^ defSiae^ the airfield from the 2nd BLT, 2nd Marines. 
Brig Oen Wade had gone ashore at 0530Z and would 

;^?ep?esent Adm Holloway with the^ ^"^&4z Jul 
. Msg, CINCSPECOMME to CNO, I8IO, lb0544Z Jul 

58, JMEPa Lebanon Msg Pile. 

At the Direction of the State Department, the US 
Ambassador in Beirut called on the senior members of 
the UN Observer Group to urge that the Group continue 
■Its workiand to offer US cooperation and support. J^izn 
some bitterness the Group's Chairman charged that the 
"us landing had undone their work, and he Informed 
Ambassador McCllntock that the observer Group was 
-ceasing all activities. McCllntock argued against this 
"^^and urged that the Group at least continue aerial 
• observation from the Beirut airport. The UN x'fPfe- 
Bentatlves refused to give a definite answer at that 
* tine other than to state that there would be no liaison 
between the Observer Group and US forces. During the 
^day the UN Observer Group issued a statement dis- 
claiming any link or desire for a working relationship 
of any sort with the US forces in Lebanon. 

(^) Msg, Beirut to SecState, 442, 17 Jul 5o; 
Msg, SecState to Beirut. 2l8. 15 Jul 58. Both in 
OCJCS files. NYT, 17 Jul 58, 4:4. 

58 On instructions from Secretary Dulles the US Ambassador 
in Annan reaffirmed to Prime Minister Rifal the 
previous US pledges to assist Jordan in preserving its 
Independence and integrity. ^ 
(IPS') Msg, SecState to Amman, 100, 15 Jul 58. 
{S) Msg, Amman to SecState, 122r 16 Jul 58. 

58 CINCSPECOMME informed CNO that at lOOOZ there were 
sufficient Marines ashore in Lebanon to carry out 
sustained operations. There had been no hostile 
reaction to the landing, the civil population appeared 
friendly, and air reconnaissance had disclosed no 
military activity elsewhere in Lebanon. The 3rd BLT, 
6th Marines, had completed landing and had taken over 
the airfield, releasing the 2d BLT, 2d Marines, which 
had begun moving north at 0655Z to enter the city of 
Beirut and secure the approaches and harbor area. 

ffl) Msg, CINCSPECOMME to CNO, l824, l6l00te JUl 
58» JMEPQ Lebanon Msg Pile. 


16 Jul 58 In Iraq, troops that had carried out the coup returned 
to their barracks, leaving only a few guards to protect 
foreign businesses and embassies in Baghdad. Brig Gen 
' Nadlm Rubalya, new President of the Republic's Council 
of. State, arrived triumphantly from Jidda, where he 
had been Ambassador to Saudi Arabia. Brig Gen Abdul 
. Karim Kassem, leader of the movement that had pro- 
claimed the Republic on 14 July, took the post of 
Premier. Baghdad radio officially confirmed the deaths 
of King Faisal, Crown Prince Abdullllah, and Premier 

NYT, 17 Jul 58, 1:6; 

16 Jul 58 The Chief of the Iranian intelligence and security 

■organization told a US representative that Turkey and 
Iran would be ready to use their forces to Intervene 
In Iraq if the US would station trooos in Jordan. 

Msg, Tehran to SecState, 13o, 16 Jxa 58, 
DA IN 133515. 

16 Jul 3d Ambassador McClintock talked with President Chamoun and 
Qen Chehab during the morning. Chehab repeated his 
objections to US deployment in Beirut, but finally 
agreed to consider a gradual movement into the city 
by small detachments. On word from Gen Wade, McClintock 
told Chehab, who expressed surprise, that Lebanese 
artillery and tanks had taken up positions along the 
road leading from the airport to the harbor area. He 
suggested that the General accoxnpany him to make 
arrangements for the safe passage of the Marines. 

The two proceeded in the Ambassador's car toward 
the airport, where they found the US advance blocked / 
by Lebanese tanks and recoilless rifles. Here, shortly 
• after O9OOZ, they met Adm Holloway, who had come to 
Investigate the halt in the Marine advance. After some 
delay, the two Americana succeeded in persuading Chehab 
to accompany them In the car and lead the column past 
the tanks. Chehab also issued the necessary orders to 
his troops and arranged for a Lebanese officer-escort 
for the Marines. 

The first group having passed the tanks, Chehab 
proceeded alone with it, while Holloway and McClintock 
returned to find the other groups still delayed by the 
Lebanese tanks. Ordering all of the remaining Marines 
to close up behind them, the Admiral and the Ambassador 
proceeded through the deployed tanks without incident 
toward the harbor area. This, commented Adm Holloway, 
"seemed to act as moral suasion of the first order." 
Noat of the Lebanese Army forces, including most of the 
senior staff officers, who were believed to be 
responsible for the delaying tactics, disappeared from 
the scene. Holloway and McClintock personally led the 
column to the harbor area, completing the movement by 
about 13CX)Z without further major incident. 

^) Msg, Beirut to SecState, 428, 161733Z Jul 58, 
DA IN 133462, CCS 38I Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 3. («) Msg, 
CINCSPECOMME to CNO, l821, I6II56Z Jul 58; W Mag, 
CINCSPECOMME to CNO, 2142, 162056Z Jul 58; both in 
JMBPQ Lebanon Msg File, 


16 Jul 58 After completing the deployment of ^He. Marine battalion 
-tp the Beirut harbor area (see above Item), Ambassador 
McClintock and Adm Holloway during the afternoon called 
on President Chamoxm, who expressed thanks for the 
speedy and effective Marine landing and directed the 
Lebanese Army to cooperate with US forces and allow 
their free circulation in Beirut. Arrangements were 
made with Gen Chehab for Lebanese liaison officers to 
serve with the Marines. Having concluded, with 
' Ambassador McClintock, that a landing at Tripoli was 
unnecessary, Adm Holloway determined to land the 1st 
BLT, 8th Marines, north of the Beirut harbor area to 
occupy additional objectives and consolidate further 
the US control of the city. Adm Holloway, however, 
reported his belief that it would be necessary 
eventually to occupy all of Lebanon. 

During the conference with President Chamoun, Adm 
Holloway indicated that the US conteu^ilated landing 
greater forces than were needed solely for the mainte- 
nance of Lebanese Independence. Chamoun replied that 
he would welcome and assist a larger deployment of US , 
forces, which he believed would maintain not only 
Lebanon's independence but also the integrity of other 
friendly countries in the Middle East, 

(-87 Msg, Beirut to SecState, 433, I6 Jul 58, 
OCJCS files. Msg, Beirut to SecState, ^35*, 

16 Jul 58, DA IN 133501, CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) 
Bee. 3. W Msg, CINCSPECOMMB to GNO, 2142, 162056Z 
Jul 58, JMBFQ Lebanon Msg File. 

16 Jul 58 At the UN, the Swedish delegate denounced the US action 
in Lebanon and declared that the US landing was not 
justified under Article 51 (covering "collective self- 
. . defense") of the UN Charter, Earlier in the day, the 
Soviet and UAR delegates also denied the applicability 
of Article 51 to the US action. Actually, US delegate 
Lodge had not stated that the US action had been taken 
under Article 51, although President Eisenhower, in 
his statement of 15 July, had said that the UN Charter 
recognized "the inherent right of self-defense," and 
the British and Lebanese delegates to the UN had stated 
that the US had acted under Article 51. 

NYT, 17 Jul 58, 1:3, 8:3; debate excerpts, 8:1-8. 

16 Jul 58 The Soviet Union issued an official statement demanding 
the immediate withdrawal of US troops from Lebanon and 
calling on the UN to "take urgent and vigorous measures 
to curb aggression." The Soviet statement— delivered 
to the US Ambassador in Moscow and then made public — 
declared that the USSR could not "remain passive toward 
events creating a serious threat" in an area close to 
its frontier and that the Soviet Union reserved "the 
right to take the necessary measures dictated by the 
Interests of peace and security." At the same time, 
the USSR formally recognized the new Iraqi Government, 
and Tass announced that Soviet land and air forces 
would hold maneuvers along the Iranian and Afghan 
borders . 

M Msg, Moscow to SecState, 135, I6 Jul 58, DA IN 
133709 (17 Jul 58). -WT. 17 Jul 58, 1:8; text, 7:2-5. 
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aovenaunt of IraQ- ,, _ 
HYP, IT Jul 58. HtS. 

T T cs » nrltlsh war Office official told the US Military 
16 Jul 58 A^^^t 5n that British Fo'"^". '^'^^^ 

"^""W^M^S, USAm London to DEPTAR. C 69. 16 Jul 58. 

DA IN 133560. 

S^lSft Ktroleum products to the Oovernment of 
SSSTshould be implemented on an urgent basis. In 

Dep A^st SecDef (S&L). l6 Jul 58, CCS 381 (8-23-57 J 
Bee 6. 

■ S »»ii;orto"^^T^^^^^ 

.SSgei^itwea? he was to consider special Araerlean- 
JiS;^^t8 If they could be employed to advantage. 
"^laT^emoT BrSg'^Oen J. P. Whlsenand to 
nen Twining, ^'Presidential Request," 1° '^J S.*. 
«proSu"d in (S) JCS 1887/477. sane subj and date. 
CCS 381 (8-23-57) sec 6. 

Hoecial DOlltical representative, ^^^f®^^ ^viit 
^ air with instructions to do everything possible to 
^??*8torf peace aS oider" In Lebanon and to assist 
President Chamoun to this end. 
m, ,17 Jul 58, 11:1. 

4fc ft North Atlantic Council private session on the 
^bSnese BltuiSon the US representative presented an 
rfflcial statement on the US Intervention. General 
Swfs :!J^r^lsir Surrnslh^^^^^^^^ 

^ -fetll^rs-^loleXr^SlirliT. ie Jul 58. 
« 133806 (17 Jul 58). 


16 Jul 58 


DA IK 



16 Jul 58 "HeadQuarters USAF directed MATS to add ten more C-124s 

OOBSlble in order to bring the total number of C-124s 
?b thirty-six for use in operation BLUE BAT. 
to thirty Bxx COMMATS and CINCUSAFE, APOOP- 

TR-TF 53320? l6 Jul 58, CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 3. 

16 Jul 58 At 1600Z the Austrian Foreign Minister 

ArtbasBador in Vienna that large numbers of US aircraft, 
-other than those already cleared for passage, had flown 
over Western Austria in military formation during the 
dS! The flights had attracted such public notice that 
tS Austrian Oovemment found it necessary to issue 
- Smedlately a press release saying that strong repre- 
wntations had been made to the US E^^^assy calling the 
overflights an. intolerable violation of Austrian air 
-■BMceT The press release stated that Austria was not 
S^riosltloh to give permission for military overflight 
no any state whatever." The Foreign Minister confided 
that hla government felt compelled to make s^Jh a 
public declaration In order to preserve its status of 
neutrality and maintain its ability to refuse possible 
muJ^e requests for overflight from the USSR or its 
aatellltes ^^^^ se'cState, l68, l6 Jul 58. 
Dk IN 134178 (18 Jul 58). 

i6 Tui «58 Staasador McCllntock reported that the landing of D3 
15 Jul 50 Jg;jJ™24 hours previously had had a marked effect 
^the Lebanese crisis. Opposition forces seemed 
■ stunned and political maneuvers for the election of a 
-new President had been completely disrupted jy^ne 
event. The Speaker of the parliament protested the US 
. . action but was not nearly as violent as when he had 
previously predicted to the Ambassador that he would 
personally lead Lebanese armed resistance to a US 
landing (see item of l8 June 58). , ^ 

21^ Msg, Beirut to SecState, 430, l6 Jul 58, 
DA IN 133756 (17 Jul 58). 

16 Jul 58 in a comnunlque issued at the close of a Baghdad Pact 
10 jux 3o ^gg^^3 of atate of Tur^^^y, Iran, and 

Pakistan— originally planned to include King Faisal 
oflraq— the participants praised the US action In 
Lebanon and affirmed their Intention of maintaining 
the Baghdad Pact. The three heads of state also sent 
a message to President Eisenhower, congratulating him 
on hls^bold and appropriate decision. 
NYT, 17 Jul 58, 7:8, 11:1. 

16 Jul 58 King Hussein at 1700Z formally requested US -UK military 
ID jui 3o Jiterventlon in Jordan. He based the request on the 
critical situation facing Jordan as a result of the 
Lebanese crisis, rebellion in Iraq, and on information 
that a UAR-insplred coup was scheduled to take place 
within a4 hours. Hussein pledged that Western forces 
would not be called on to crush civil disorders 
directly, but would be used only to repel external 
a^sslin, back up the security forces, and Prevent 
oSslde subversive e:fcenents from taking over the country. 


in London, after receiving Hussein's request, 
"prime Minister Macmlllan held a *J»5^«t5S'^.?!nJ;SS^ 
feting late In the evening and made tWO telephone 
calls to President Eisenhower; his Government decided 
to fly British troops into Jordan. 

Msg, Amman to SecState, 132, l6 Jul 58, 
DA IN 133649 (17 Jul 58). NOT, l8 Jul 58, 2:3, 4- 

16 Jul 58 CINCSPECOMME, at l801Z, Issued a change to the BLUE 
xo uuj. 3 5J5 plan that removed all references to British 

participation in the operation. 

Usa^ Msg. CINCSPECOMME to CNO, efcal-* 2071, 

I618OIZ Jul 58, CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-5oT sec 3. 

Tfi TiiT Rft nrwsnfTHPLT informed CNO of word received from the US 
16 Jul 58 ^f^^^^^^° Paris that four Prenc^^ ■ 
due to arrive off Beirut early on l7 J^y- ,^heir 
announced mission was to protect French nationals; they 
reportedly carried no troops. n^iflw tuI f^S 

ifO-) Msg, COMSIXTHFLT to CNO, 1896, 161835Z Jul 50, 
JMEPQ Lebanon Msg File. 

16 Jul 58 British Foreign Secretary Selwyn ^1°^^ JJf^^^J^ „^ 
AO dux 5 washlnRton to discuss the Middle East situation. He 

lis awompanied by Air Marshal Sir William Dickson of 

the British Chiefs of Staff, 
NYT , 17 Jul 58, 1:4. 

16 Jul 58 Lebanese Foreign Minister Malik told a State Department 
. official there was a good chance that the US military 
Intervention In Lebanon would help the Lebanese in _ 
solving their internal problems. However, this 
action was all the US Government had in mind regarding 
. the Middle East, it would be "one of greatest farces 
m history, comparable to Suez multiplied by one 
hSndrld!^ Thfus decision to withdraw "s forces must 
be made in consideration of the entire Middle East 
situation; otherwise the events that had recently » 
taken place in Baghdad would be duplicated in Beirut 
within a few months. - « 

is) Msg, SecState to Beirut, 256, 16 Jul 58, 
DA IN 133962 (17 Jul 58). 

16 Jul 58 UAR president Nasser, In a statement released In Cairo 
10 jui DO ui« ^ ^^^^^^y 3^^^ f Ijia yacht while returning 
from Yugoslavia, warned that any attack on the new 
Iraqi regime would be considered aSSTesflon against 
the UAR. Nasser also charged that the US landing in 
Lebanon was a threat to peace in the Middle East and. 
in view of the UN report that there had been no UAR 
interference in that country, a 'farce. 
NOT, 17 Jul 58, 1:2. 

16 Jul 58 Israeli Prime Minister Ben Gurion, having received the 
previous day a British request for pennlsslon to over-^ 
fly Israel enroute to Jordan in case intervention there 
was required, sought an expression of US views before 
presenting the question to his Cabinet. 

Msg, Tel AYiv to SecState, 57, 15 Jul 5o. 


1-^ 


was Imminent. ■ ^- . , 

NYT, 17 Jul 58, 1:^, 3:1. 

IN 133367. 

ifi Tn,i r8 'mifi Joint Chiefs of Staff directed CINCSPECOMMB to 
16 Jul 58 .The^Jolnt cniei^^ ^ demonstration ^1^8^;^^^^ ^^^^^^ 
^^SSid Jets over refugee camps on the west ^ank of the 
'•^J^an River and over Amman and S«5°^^5«^,^°^^e 
of Jordan for 75 miles at about 0600Z, 17 July. The 
•SbJecrSs to discourage any ^P^^^s^'S^^y ^J«S«caS^^^^ / 
Jordanians and Palestinian Arabs, 
reoorted arms concentrations Just north of the 
SStolan border. The Governments -of Jordan and Israel 
hSbeen notified about the demonstration, and 
CINCSPECOMME was Instructed to notify the British. 

tSffI Msg, JCS to CINCSPECOMME, JCS 9^^916, 
162321Z Jul 5§. CCS 381 (8-23-57) sec 6. 

•■^^WOBltlon, or from the unsettled situation in Jordan 

"^ST'Msg, CNO to CINCSPECOMME and CINCNEIH, 29515, 
I6235IZ Jul 58, JMEPQ Lebanon Msg File. 

16 Jul 58 An Israeli official warned the US Embassy twice that 

16 Jul 50 ^isr an immediate coup Evolving the 

iBBasslnation of King Hussein and ^he overthrow of 
the Jordanian Qovemment. The Israeli Government 
SSleved Nasser wanted the King out of the way at 
^e tS preclude any successful request by hla for 
Intervention by Western forces. -„i cfl " 

ifi) Msg, Tel Aviv to SecState, 5^, 16 Jul 5o# 
0A IN 133685 (17 Jul 58). 

17 Jul 58 CNO directed CINCPACPLT to send one reinforced . 
17 Jul 50 ^^alion landing team in fast shipping to the Persian 

Sulf area. He advised that it ?«f • 

Screase this force to a regimental landing team on 

'^'^'iJSl'l^r^lo'^^^^ 29519, 170031Z Jul 

58, JMEPG Lebanon Msg File. 

17 Jul 58 The Chief of Naval Operations directed C^^SmHFM to 
If dUA 30 evacuate King Hussein from Amman with two 

planes and appropriate aij^^cover. ^ . ^ 
49fr) M8g,^CN0 to COMSIXTHPia?, 170405Z Jul 5o» 

XCS 381 (8-23-57) sec 6. 
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17 Jul 58 At 0401Z, the Chief of Nkval Operations directed 

^ ^ COMSIXTHFLT to coordinate hl3 air demonatration over . 

Jordan with the British, since British forces might - 
i« inVn Tordan In a further message sent 30 minutes 
f^te? at'sSl^sh 'request, CNO directed COMSIOTIFLT to 
cOTflne his air demonstration to the west tank of the 
SSSan^River and to coordinate It with the British 
Somander m Chief, Middle East Air Force. If 
cmSsdShFLT was unable to effect coordination, he was 
tST^S the^emonstratlon. The British request had 
teen passed by Adm Sir Michael Denny, BJSM, to MaJ G«J 
V; b. Barnes, JMEPG, together w^ notlw that British 
paratroops were scheduled to land at Anman Toy OtiOOZ. 
paraiiroog COMSIXTHFLT. 170401Z Jul 58; X 

Cffff) Msg! CNO to COMSIXTHFLT, 170431Z Ju^ Both 
in^GCS 3§l ( 8-23-57) sec 6. Ca» Me"»o for Record, 
iSi V B Barnes, Chmn JMEPG "Minister of Defense 
iS^on? M;s!;glTl6'jSl 58, JMEPQ Lebanon Msg Pile. 

17 Jul 58 Adm Sir Michael Denny informed 5^®%** S^^OZ 
that the aim of the British operation In Jordan was 
to support King Hussein and his Qovemment and to 
protect western lives and property In Annan. One 
SSachute brigade group (less o-^e battalion) wouldbe 
SSved to AmraaS to secure the airfields and the Guard 
brigade at Cyprus would be used to reinforce the para- 
chute unit. The UK was also moving troops for 
Sorcement to Kuwait and In the Persian Gulf area 
generally, and British warships would stand by off 
Libya to embark the King there If necessary. 
• Memo for Record, MaJ Gen V. B. Barnes, 

Chmn JMEPG, "Conference with V/Adm Denny, RN, 17 Jul 
58, JMEPG Lebanon Msg Pile. 

IT T,.i t;ft n^hP and British Ambassadors In Baghdad submitted 
17 Jul 58 The US and^Brlti^^^^^ ^^^^ 

in Iraq, unless swiftly executed In overwhelming force, 
would v4ry likely lead to indiscriminate killing and 
looting of Americans and Europeans by mobs whom the 
Army would be totally unable, even if willing, to 
control. Further, landings In Jordan would also 
entail the risk that this might happen. ^ 
COTftix Baghdad to SecState, 18I, 17 Jul 58, 

DH IN 133964. 

17 Jul 58 The US Ambassador in Jordan reported J*^at he had seen 
17 Jui 50 i ^eagage the British Embassy was shortly to Present 
to HusselS, acceding to the King's request for mlll^ 
intervention. British troops would be flown to Amman 
from Cyprus in sufficient strength to Provide for the 
iScurlty of the airfield, the capital, and tJ^P^f °" 
of the King. The British message stated that this 
action had "US moral support." 

(jfS) Msg, Ananan to SecState, 139 1 17 Jul 5o. 

17 Jul 58 COTISIXTHFLT launched Jet aircraft from two jaj^ij'^ by 
17 jui 00 ^ y^g^ demonstration f JJeht over 

Jordan. The carriers recovered their aircraft prior 

to lOOOZ after a successful operation without incident • 
%S) Msg, COMSiXTHFLT to CIHGSPECOMME, 2240, 

ITOrnoZ Juris. Msg. COMSIXTHPIff to CNO, 2355, 

171140Z Jul 58. 
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17 Jul 58 One transport carrying the advance party and coninander 
of the British l6th Parachute Brigade arrived at Amnan 
at OTOOZ* It had been brdered down over Israel but had 
disregarded the Israeli Instructions. Other aircraft 
In the first flight had turned back to Cyprus. At about 
lOOOZ, seven British transports arrived at Amman, land- 
ing approximately 500 paratroops, ,^,ooi^ 
Mag, USARMA Amman to DEPTAR, CX 53, 171321Z 
Jul 55, DA IN 134237 (l8 Jul 58), JMEPQ Lebanon Msg 
Pile. (ffS) Msg, London to SecState, 371, 17 Jul 5o. 

17 Jul 58 At 0900Z the US Ambassador in Tel Aviv presented the 
If jux 3o ^^ej.g to questions posed by Premier Ben Ourlon 

the previous day regarding the British request for over- 
flight rights should Intervention in Jordan be required. 
The answers stated that the US supported the British 
request, that Jordan also desired Israel to permit the 
overflights, and that no other practical alternative 
route existed by which British forces might quickly 
cone to King Hussein's aid. 

ftps) Msg, Tel Aviv to SecState, 64, 18 Jul 5o. 

17 Jul 58 A -senior member of the UN Observer Group informed the 
US Ambassador in Beirut that the Group had decided to 
resume its operations. There was still to be no 
official liaison with US forces, but there would be no 
objection to private contacts. , , cq /n^t/^c 

Ca-) Msg, Beirut to SecState, 4lt2, 17 Jul 58, OCJCS 
files. 

17 Jul 58 cmCSPECOMME informed the Chief of Naval Operations 
17 jui DO ^^^^^^^^^ designation of a US political 

advisor for his staff to be desirable. 

^ Msg, CINCSPECOMME to CNO, 170911Z Jul 58, 

CCS 381 (8-23-57) sec 6. 

17 Jul 58 Deputy Undersecretary of State Robert Murphy, the 
PMSldent's special emissary, arrived in Beirut. 
NOT , 18 Jul 58, 6:6, 

17 Jul 58 The French Airibassador In Beirut informed the US Am- 

bassador that he was under pressure from Adm Jozan to 
pennit a landing of French forces from the naval units 
stationed in Lebanese waters. The French Ambassador 
had been stalling, he said, and McClintock strongly 
urged hln to pervent any landing of French marines. 
' ^) Msg, Beirut to SecState, 447, 17 Jul 58, OCJCS 
files. 

17 Jul 58 Araored cars still patrolled Baghdad, but otherwise the 
city seemed to have resumed its normal activities. 
Illustrated brochures were distributed showing UAR 
president Nasser and Iraqi Premier Kassem together, ana 
crowds in the street shouted their approval of Nasser. 
Baghdad radio announced that the Iraqi Government had 
decided to restore normal diplomatic relations with the 
USSR inmedlately. (Iraqi-Soviet relations had been 
severed in 1955 W the government of King Faisal.) 
NOT. 17 Jul 58, i0:4; I8 Jul 58, 9:4, 6. 


17 Jul 58 X- crcmd of Russians gathered before the US Embassy in 
17 Jul '^o protest against the US landii^ m Lebanon. 

The well-organized demonstration, staged by an e^tl- 
iated 2,000 people, lasted about five hours. The crowd 
was orderly and well-controlled, 
NOT, 18 Jul 58, 1:4, 

17 Jul 58 At approximately 1330Z the British Government received 
jui :>o Official notification of Israeli pennlssion f or over- 
fllfcht. The notice was accompanied by an Israeli 
protest against the earlier British effort to overfly 
prior to receipt of pemlsalon. , , cfl 

i-. Msg, London to SecState, 358, 17 Jul 58. 

17 Jul 58 Fifteen aircraft, comprising the second echelon ofthe 
17 Jui 5o ^^^^ overflight of Israel, began ™„ 

at 1530Z. They set down approximately 600 paratroopers, 

bringing the total of British forces in the airport 

area to about 1100. 

tff) Msg, USAIRA Amman to DEPTAR, CX S^i 171922Z 

Jul 58, DA IN 134088, JMEPQ Lebanon Msg Pile. 

17 Jul 58 Prime Minister Macmlllan told the House of Commons that 
the British intervention in Jordan had occurred at the 
request of King Hussein and had deterred a potential 
coup d'etat. The British forces were not dispatched to 
aSpresTTKe revolt in Iraq; their mission was to pre- 
vent the spread of revolution from Iraq to Jordan by 
conspiracy and aggression. Despite strong opposition 
from the Labour Party, the Macmlllan Government received 
• a comfortable majority when the House voted on the 
Issue. ^ « rt 
NOT, 18 Jul 58, 1:8. 

17 Jul 58 In a note delivered to the State Department, the French 
Oovemment complained of the absence of US-UK con- 
sultatlon with France on matters relating to the Middle 
East crisis. France had Interests in the Middle East, 
had supported US-UK intervention there, and had recelvea 
the impression that tripartite consultations with the 
French were desired by the US and UK, Even though 
Prance permitted use of her bases and overflights of 
her territory, which might implicate her in an unfavor- 
able aftermath of the crisis, she was not enjoying con- 
sxiltation vlghts with the US and UK. 

(e) Mflg, SecState to Paris, 284, 18 Jul 58, DA IN 
135061 (19 Jul;r 58). 

17 Jul 58 The UN Observer Group in Lebanon, in a report to the 

Security Council, asked for additional men and aircraft 
BO that it could maintain a direct and constant patrol 
of the 179-mlle border between Ubanon and Syria. 
NOT, 18 Jul 58, l!5, text, 6:3-8. 

17 Jul 58 The Joint Chiefs of Staff informed USCINCEUR that the 
Greek Government, because of its concern for Greek 
nationals in Egypt and elsewhere, had refused to allow 
further landings in Greece of US aircraft. Greece 
-would permit overflights, as high as possible, and 
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would assist with navigational aids, but requested that 
this be given no publicity. Routine flights, not 
connected with operations in Lebanon, might be approved 
at a later date , 

la) Msg, JCS to USCINCEUR. JCS 9^4989, ITITIOZ 
^ Jul 56, comeback copy In CCS 3ol Lebanon (5-13-58) 
sec 3. (Jg) Msg, Athens to SecState, 153, 17 Jul 58. 

The TMrklsh Foreign Minister informed the US Ambaflaador 
In Ankara that King Hussein had requested Turkish 
Intervention in both Syria and Iraq, and that Turkey, 
though not concerned with Syria, was ready and wished 
to move into Iraq. While not wanting to push the US 
into an "adventure," Turkey urgently requested effective 
US backing in the form of moral and material support. 
The Foreign Minister argued that Iraq would be lost to 
the West unless immediate steps were taken, that the 
entry of the USSR into Iraq must be forestalled, that 
whichever side entered first was unlikely to be dis- 
lodged by the other, and that the USSR, if It wished, 
could already consider Turkey an aggressor because of 
the facilities recently made available to the US at 
Adana. 

A few hours later the Ambassador submitted to 
Washington hla opinion that while the Turkish political 
leaders might desire to Intervene in Iraq, It was 
probable that the Turkish General Staff, when ordered 
to do so, would "raise so many conditions that effect 
will be non-compliance." 


17 Jul 58 


(JBS) Msg, Ankara to SecState, 245, 18 Jul 58, 
CCS 391 (8-23-57) sec 6. (SPe) Msg, Ankara to SecState, 
260, 18 Jul 58. 

The UN Security Council held two sessions on the Middle 
East crisis. At the first meeting. In the afternoon, 
the Council agreed to add to its agenda a complaint 
by Jordan, submitted that morning, that the UAR was 
interfering in Jordan's internal affairs. Jordan 
announced that it had asked the UK and US for assistance 
against UAR-inspired "subversive elements" and that 
the UK had responded in confonnity with Article 51 of 
the UN Charter. The UK delegate then promised the 
withdrawal of British troops as soon as the UN was able 
to ensure Jordanian independence and integrity. There 
followed a long and bitter speech by the Soviet delegate, 
who concentrated his attack on the US. Ainbassador 
Lodge announced US support of the British action in 
Jordan and charged that a plan existed, "master-minded 
from one source," to take over the Middle East. He 
urged adoption of the US resolution of 15 July calling 
for the establishment of an international military 
force for Lebanon. The Soviet delegate asked the 
Security Council to request the insnediate withdrawal of 
Western troops from Lebanon and Jordan, or else, he 
said, he would call for a special session of the General 
Assembly. 

AS the second Council session opened, in the 
evening, Sweden introduced a resolution calling for a 
atiBpenslon of the activities of the UN Observer Group 
in Lebanon, since, it-qharged, the US action had 
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-iubstantlally altered the situation there. The Soviet 
-delegate announced that he would support this reso- 
lution. « . i. h 1 o. 

NYT, 18 Jul 58, 1:4; debate excerpts, 4:l-a; 
text or"Swedlsh resolution and of revised US and USSR 
resolutions, 5:1-3. 

17 Jul 58 CINCSPECOMME Informed the JCS that he had ordered: 
17 jui 50 ^J^^^l^^g^. 8th Marines, to land across the beach 
northeast of Beirut at iSOTOOZ; (2) Amy Force A to 
make an administrative landing at Beirut airport 
beginning at 190400Z, and to be bivouaclced near t* 
airport, available for employment as needed; and 
Ans' Force B to remain on 24-hour alert In Oermany. 
CINCSPECOMME was consolidating his forces In the Beirut 
area and would develop this area as a base from which 
to conduct such other operations as might be required. 

UBB) Msg, CINCSPECOMME to JCS, 2776, 171916Z 
Jul 5b, CCS 3ol Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 3. 

17 Jul 58 UAR President Nasser, following a secret flight to 
Moscow, conferred with premier Khrushchev. He 
reportedly urged the Soviet leader not to take any 
action m the Middle East that would threaten world 
peace. Nasser was said to be gravely concerned over 
the possibility that US and British landings in the 
Middle East would precipitate Soviet Intervention In 
that area. He reportedly advised Khrushchev, however, 
that Soviet help would be expected If Western troops 
attacked Syria. 

m > 19 Jul 58, 1:8. 

17 Jul 58 The US Ambassador In Cairo informed the UAR Foreign 
Ministry that any attack on US forces by troops of 
the UAR, or under UAR control, would lead to grave 
consequences." ^ ^ ^ »^ j. ^ s. 

IJYT , 19 Jul 58, 1:7; text of a State Dept 
announcement, 3^2-3. 

17 Jul 58 CINCSPECOMME discussed the US military build-up in 
Lebanon with presidential representative Murphy and 
US Ambassador McGllntock. Neither diplomat was able 
to provide guidance concerning the ultimate direction 
of the US intervention. Adm Holloway, accordingly, 
was playing the operation "a good deal by ear, in his 
own words. The next US move, he believed, should be 
to Inspire Gen Ghehab to use the Lebanese Army 
aggressively against the rebels. 

(JBe) Msg, COHSPECOMME [sic] to CNO. 2979, 
I8I82IZ Jul 58, CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) see 3. 

17 Jul 58 The Secretary of State Instructed the US Ambassador in 
Jordan to Inform King Hussein that the US response to 
his request for military intervention was taking the 
form of strong support of the British operation, as 
evidenced by the morning's demonstration flight by US 
aircraft and the statements made by Ambassador Lodge 
at the UN during the day. The US would continue to 
keep the situation uoder close observation to determine 
whether further measii^s were necessary. 

^) Msg« SecState to Amnan, 132, 17 Jul 58. 


17 Jul 58 


17 Jul 58 


17 Jul 58 


17 Jul 58 


17 Jul 58 


During discussions In Washington with British Foreign 
Minister Selwyn Lloyd, Secretary Dulles confirmed the 
US willingness to provide logistic support to the 
Brttlah fSrces In Jordan if necessary. Lloyd strongly 
urged the US to consider placing at least a token 
force in Jordan as a means of demonstrating US-UK 
solidarity. Secretary Dulles replied that no such move 
was currently contemplated but that the US would study 
the possibility should the British encounter unexpected 
difficulties in Jordan. The conferees agreed to ^ 
concert their efforts to determine the best means of 
holding Kuwait, Bahrein, Qatar, and Dhahran for the 
West. The British Government had not yet decided 
whether military intervention in KUwait was desirable, 
in view of the adverse political developments that 

"T*4Sl"Jisg, Secstate to London. 5^1, 17 Jul 58. 

The Secretary of State informed the US Ambassador In 
Vienna that the US Air Force was seriously handicapped 
by being unable to overfly Austria. He therefore 
SoSBtid that efforts be made to obtain pennlsslon for 
i^Slmum number of overflights with minimum advance 
notification. -1^ t„i eft 

PC) Msg, Secstate to Vienna, 158, 17 Jul 5o» 
DA IN 134512 (18 Jul 58), JMEPO Lebanon Mag Pile. 

The Saudi Arabian Prime Minister, having received the 
m Ambassador's explanation of the US action In Lebanon, 
• stated that Saudi Arabians policy during the current 
Middle East crisis would be one of coaplete neutrality 
and non-interference, ,..1 cq 

(») Msg, Jidda to SecState, 71. 17 Jul 58, 
DA IN 134515 (18 Jul 58). 

Noting that the previous plans for US contributions to 
the Arab Union budget were no longer valid, the State 
Department Instructed the US Ambassador in Amman to 
resume direct budgetary support to Jordan. The 
Ambassador was authorized to release up to $7.5 million 
in FY 58 funds for budgetary support in the second 
Quarter of Jordan's current fiscal year. 

iai Msg, Secstate to Annan, 119 t?J, 17 Jul 58, 
DA IN 135480 (20 Jul 58). 

According to the New York Times , the White House tallcs 
between PresldentTTsennower, secretary Dulles, and 
British Foreign Secretary Lloyd had resulted in an 
agreement to limit the intervention in the Middle East 
to Lebanon and Jordan. So long as the new Iraqi Qovem- 
ment respected Western oil interests, there would be no 
intervention in Iraq. Reportedly, officials felt that 
the current Anglo-American actions would suffice to 
restore Western prestige in the Middle East and to 
stabilize Saudi Arabia and the other friendly oll- 
nroducing states of the Persian Gulf. The State Depart- 
ment announced that, while US aircraft had supported 
the British landing, there was no plan at Present to 
send US troops to Jor^. State Department officials 
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confirmed that King Hussein's appeal had gone to the 
US as well as to the UK, but said that. In view of the 
UK's long experience In Jordan, it had been deemed 
wlae to leave the operation to the British. 
NOT, 18 Jul 58, 1:6-7. 

18 Jul 58 ihe Chief of Naval Operations requested CINCSPECOMME'a 
advice on how to make the earliest possible delivery 
of 1500 drums of dlesel oil and gasoline to Annan to 
relieve the critical POL situation in Jordan. This 
was to be a stopgap measure, pending arrival of a 
tanker at Aqaba about 22 July and replacing a projected 
USAP operation from Bahrein that had been blocked by " . 

political considerations, « v^- 

^- (it Msg, CNO to CINCSPECCMME, 180727Z Jul 58, Vi-:. 
CCS 381 (8-23-57) sec 6. 4;:.. 

18 Jul 58 The French cruiser DE GRASSE in company with three 
French destroyers entered Beirut harbor. The four 
veasela departed Beirut at 050OZ the next morning. ^. 

(«1 Msg, COMSIXTHPLT to CINCSPECOMME, 2819, 
I8O94S Jul 58. (3) Msg, COMSIXTHPM! to CINCSPECOMME, 
3250, I9085OZ Jul 56. I- 

18 Jul 58 The US Ambassador in Ainnan reported that both Hussein 

and Rlfal were Intensely disappointed when informed ^ 
that the US would not send troops to Jordan. The panic i -f^^- 

that had precipitated Hussein's call for foreign troops 
had itself caxised a serious loss of prestige for the ^ -^f. 

■ Jordanian Government, but the fact that the UK alone 

had answered the call posed a special problem for the ctr- 

regime. The presence of British troops was resented 

by the public as indicating a return of British control 

over Jordan. Hence the Jordanian leaders felt that 

US forces were necessary to offset the purely British 

character of the foreign contingent. In reporting to 

Washington, however, the Ambassador counseled against 

aending US troops. Inasmuch as no Justification had 

been offered other than on psychological grounds .He 

reeonnended that the US concentrate on measures of a 

humanitarian nature to assist the Jordanian population, 

such as POL airlift, providing free food and other 

BUBplies, and financial and economic aid. 

ye) Msg, Amman to SeoState,_ I69, I8 Jul 58. 

18 Jul 58 The first units of the 2nd Battalion, 8th Martnea 
(Minus), airlifted from the United States via Port 
lyautey, began arriving at Beirut at lOOOZ. Pinal 
landings occurred on 20 July. The battalion was 
assigned to reserve and shore party augmentation duties. 

ifi) Msg, CINCSPECOMME to CNO, 3806/3833, 192226Z 
Jul 58. ^ Msg, COMAMLANFOR to CINCSPECOMME, 4270, 
201133Z Jul 58, JMEPO Lebanon Msg File. 

18 Jul 58 The USAIRA in Athens advised US military headquarters • > 

concerned that the Greek Air Force was willing to . 
ignore any occasional deviations from conditions laid ;T g: . i 

down by the Greek Government regarding landings by US ■ ^^^3- 

^^craft, providing there were no undesirable publicity .a ; -ViV^. 

■ i 'P- - K- 
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or other coropllcatlortii i Similarly, empty cargo air- 
craft returning westward would be permitted to land 
at Athens as long as they attracted no attention. 

Msg, USAIRA Athena to USAPE ADVON, l8l045Z 


Jul 5^JMEPG Lebanon Msg File. 

18 Jul 58 The Government of Turkey informed the US Embassy in 
Ankara that it would permit the US to stockpile 
anmunltlon and moderate quantities of other military 
equipment such as tanks, artillery, and aircraft at 
Adana Military Airfield under the Military Facilities 
Agreement . 

Msg, USCINCETm to DEPTAR, EC 9-3824 . 22l624z 
Jul 58, DA IN 136384, CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 3. 

18 Jul 58 UAR President Nasser, in a speech in Damascus, 

denounced Western actions in the Middle East, supported 
the new regime in Iraq, and said that the Arabs would 
fight to defend Ar'ab nationalism, "We shall not be 
■tepronzed," he declared, "by threats of fleets or 
atomic bombs." 

NYT, 19 Jul 58, 2:3; excerpts, 2:4-5. 

18 Jul 58 Egyptian-UAR officials expressed alarm over Secretary 
Dulles 'a message to Nasser of 17 July, which stated 
that the US had intervened at Lebanon's request for 
no piirpose other than to preserve Lebanon's Inde- 
pendence and protect US nationals, that the US hoped 
QS-UAR relations would not be unduly strained, but that 
If US forces were attacked by UAR forcea or by elements 
• ijnder UAR control or direction "there would be grave 
. danger that the scope of the problem would expand and 
the state of our relations be seriously impaired." 

A UAR Foreign Office official to whom this message 
was first conveyed thought Nasser would surely 
Interpret it as an ultimatum. All Sabri, Minister of 
State for Presidential Affairs, also anticipated a 
violent reaction to the message by Nasser, who was 
expected to arrive in Egypt on 19 July. Sabrl argued 
that a single instance in which the US concluded that 
seme attacking force was connected with the UAR would 
put the fate of the UAR in the hands of the American 
Oovemment or even possibly some local US commander. 
The US Ambassador in Cairo endeavored to assure Sabri 
that the US w£ia not looking for a pretext to cause 
trouble but for a means to avoid it. 

ie) Msg, SecState to Cairo, 148, 17 Jul 58. 
(ffj Msg, Cairo to SecState, 169, I8 Jul 58. (S) Meg, 
Cairo to SecState, 176, I8 Jul 58. 

18 Jul 58 USCINCEUR requested the JCS to authorize expansion of 
the number of C-124s for use in BLUE BAT from the 36 
on hand to the 54 called for by CINCSFECOMME OPLAN 
215-58. He supported this request by citing the current 
and anticipated imposition of airlift requirements be- _ 
yond those of the original plan and the limitations 
placed on landing and refueling in Greece. 

Qse) Msg. USCINCEUR to JCS. EC 9-3755. l8l245Z 
Jul 50 1 CCS 3ol Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 3. 
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18 Jul ^58 T«nB of thousands of RuBsiana surrounded the US Embassy 
18 Jul 5b T«ia^2^^^ shouting, whistling, thro%«*?S??iin. 

irtSs, ink bottles, and other JS* 
S«Tlet policemen and soldiers stood by and watched the 
ormd break two-thirds of the windows on the fira* 
noor of the Babassy before, after more than an hour, 
jSSIn2 the crowd bkck from the building. ^J^l^-^^^^in 
i£ ^ several deXegatlona of SS^^^f* 
pStltSnfl to the artWBsy, calling for the withdrawal 
of DS troops fr«ft Lebanon. 
: KW, 19 Jta 58, 1:6-7. 

18 Jul 58 KMt aer«m mobs attacked the US and ^^J^^i^^^Js 
AO uwu. J «4--ionB in Potsdam. An estimated 1,000 deimonBtrators 

S" SS5n f ligs damaged the building ?|;°yJi2e 
slogans against the US and British actions in the Middle 
iMMtr- The two missions recsiTod no protection from 
Soviet or Bast Qerman authorities. 
MTP, 19 Jul 58, 3:1- 


The US Ambasaador In Baghdad reported that the aqyernaent 
of the Iraqi Republic had given formal notice otltn 
2lthdraial from the Arab Union and that it repudiated all 
Sn^ciS; military, and other obllgatlona deTolTln* 
upon Iraq from that union. ^ ,q t„-i 

(0) HBg, Baghdad to Secfltate, unnumbered, l8 Jul 
58, DA IN 721198 (19 J«l 58), JHEPa Lebanon Msg Pile. 

In responae to a request for permisBlon to fly US air - 
eraft orer Israel to deliver Pe^^^^e^ P^®*^®?? 
J^dan, Israeli Prime Minister Ben Qurion ^JPiJ-e*^*^^. 
If tS flights were absolutely necessary, the US should 
"de it but don't ask us." Ben Qurlon added, however, 
that Israel would have to make a gesture «f ProJ"^ . 
aiinst any such overflight and that a supply line to 
j^an not involving use of p^ajl ^^P*;** J?-, 
established without delay. He wished the US to realize 
the extent to which the overflight question was exposing 
Israel to the danger of Sovlet-UAR r;*'^^f ^* « 
L&y Msg, SeeState to Tel Aviv, Jg, l8 Jul 58. 
ise) Mag, Tel Aviv to SeeState, 72, l8 Jul 58. 

Baghdad Radio Announced that the new f"^^,^««i?« J^^i"* 
^reapect its obligations" toward foreign J^i.^^^^^*^"*?' 
iTSlrut. an IPC ppekesman said a normal flow of oil 
32s stSl bSng pui^ld through to the Tripoli refinery. 
NTT , 19 Jul 58, 5:1. 

sieretary Dulles and Foreign Minister Lloyd, 
S ieslSgton on the Middle Bast crisis, agreed that 
SrSy's proposal to aend Turkish troops into Iraq was 
^se. They foresaw that such a move 'i^S.i;^. of 

STapproval of world opinion, in view ^ the absence of 
. InterSkl resistance to the new If***! "S"/.." J?"^* 
probably solidify the Iraqi people tian 
Comment and might provoke » 

^eS) Msg, SeeState to London, 600, 18 JUl 58. 

The OM Security Council failed to agree o'^^ctlon to be 
SSen concerning the Middle East Crisis. The USSR vetoed 
Sous proposal to dispatch a UN force to Lebanon, and 
Se CouScll also voted down bo^ a S^J^J* 
wiling for the withdrawal of US and British troops from 
lAbantm and Jordan and a Swedish proposal that the 
operations of the UN Observer Group be 
S the day, US Ambassador Lodge introduced a resolution 
eiaiing an emergency session of the Oeneral Assembly, 
bit withheld the move from a vote pending a compromise 
rSolution that the Japanese delegation had •arlier 
SSleated it planned to Introduce. A f«w hours after 
STcouncil hkd adjourned until 21 July, Soviet 
^on circulated the draft of a resolution calling an 
mrgency session of the Oeneral Assembly. This 
SfSed in context from the US resolution in that it 
warned the Middle East crisis on the Western int;fj«;tj<»^ 
wdcharged that the US and British actions constituted 
a serious threat to peace and Bceurity. 

NTT, 19 Jul 58, 1:5; debate excerpts and texts of 
resolutions, 4tl-S. 


18 Jul 58 CINCSPECOMME Infonned the Chief Naval Operations that 
gasoline was available in drtoa and dlesel oil In 
5-gallon tins at Beirut; Hi Intended to begin the POL 
airlift to Jordan on 19 ^UlVi using C-124 aircraft as 
they completed lifting Ai^fty Force A frcm Adana to Beirut, 

iet Mag, CINOSPKCOMMB to CNO, 3050, 182151Z JUl 58. 
CC3 381 (8-23-57) sec 6. \ 

18 Jul 58 The 03 Ambassador In Vienna was informed that the 

Chalnnan of the Joint Chiefs of Staff had given assurance 
there would be no further US overflights of Austria 
without adequate clearance. The standing arrangement 
permitted flights by 30 planes a day over Austria under 
a 48-hour clearance procedure. If the Ambaoflador thought 
It desirable, these flights could be limited to night 
operations and could occur at levels up to 20,000 feet to ^ " 
attract less notice. Should cessation of all over- 
flights be required, planes flying from Oemany to the 
lUddle East would be f creed to take a 300-mlle detour, 
tat Msg, SecState to Vienna, 172, I8 JUl 58. 

18 Jul 58 Secretary Dulles informed the Turkish Government that 

the US saw grave implications in Turkey's proposal to 
intervene in Iraq (see item of 17 July 58) and felt 
unable to give encouragement to the action without further 
InTonnatlon regarding Turkey's plans, capabilities, and 
estimate of the situation. Besides raising the question 
of the military feasibility of the scheme, considering 
the difficult terrain of the Iraqi -Turkish border region. 
Secretary Dulles stressed particularly the absence of 
any organized group within Iraq opposing the new regime 
that would welcome the Turkish invaders. 

(aat Msg, SeoState to Ankara, Cir 72, I8 JUl 58. 

19 Jul 58 ttie UAR and the new Iraqi Government concluded an 

agreement embracing mutual defense and cooperation in the 
eeonomlc, military, and international fields. 
NOT, 20 JUl 58* l:6-7i text, l4:l-2. 

19 Jul 58 The US Ambassador in Moscow offered his opinion that the 
USSR would react with force to any Turkish intervention 
m Iraq and might even attack Turkey directly, 

Msg, Moscow to SecState, 157 j 19 Jul 58. 

19 Jul 58 Otie US Air Force Attache in Vienna reported that the 

Austrian Minister of Defense had announced that airspace 
over the part of Austria lying between West Qennany 
and Italy was closed to all aerial traffic above 5,000 
meters altitude and was closed to all but ccramercial 
aircraft below this altitude, effective 19 July. 

(U) Msg, USAIRA in Vienna to USAFE, U-433, 190930Z 
Jul 58, AF IN 23393* JMEFG Lebanon Mag File. 

19 Jul 58 Bie US Ambassador in Athens reported that the Prime 

Minister of Greece had agreed to modify his Government's 
earlier poaltlon on landing rights for US aircraft 
engaged in BLUE BAT. The Air Attache in Athens furnished 
instructions to interested US connands for complying with 
the new conditions. Publicity was to be avoided and 
oretfs warned to be silent about BLOB BAT; when possible. 
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night operations would . ijft 'Bcheduled and flights spaced 

to prevent mass arrivals at any one base, with clearance ■; 

requests submitted 2k hours in advance; destination of 

eastward flights was to bii iMrkey only. These conditions 

applied to all aircraft cfinnected with BLIE BAT; 

(*et Msg, Athens to SecState, 1T6, 19 Jul 58, DA IN 
135133. C*J Msg, USAIRA Athens to Hq USAP, et al., C-71, 
191145Z JUl 58. Both in JMBPO Lebanon Msg File. 

19 JUl 58 Jordan's King Hussein told a news conference that he had 
requested that US troops be oent to Jordan, and, he 
said, "we expect them," 
NYT, 20 JUl 58, 1:5. 

19 JUl 58 The US Ambassador in Jordan was instructed to Infora 

idlng HUBsein and PMmier Rifal that the US could not .^v-. 
comply with their request for political, econcxnlc, and 
military assistance to enable Jordan, in the name of f^- 
the Arab Union Government, to put down the Inauppectlon 
in Iraq. The US and UK had come to the aid of Jordan 
in response to a call for help to preserve Jordan's 
independence and integrity; the proposed undertaking . 
went beyond the original purpose of the operation. 
i^Br) Msg, SecState to Aranan, 203,19 JUl 58. 

19 JUl 58 The Foreign Minister of Iraq Infoiroed the US Embasay '^r 
that one aircraft on each Monday and one on each Wednes- ] 
day could be used to evacuate American nationals from 

^'***'ie) Msg, USARMA Baghdad to DEPTAR CX W, 191^102 'I -f-' 

July 58, DA IN 135304, (20 Jul 58). k. 

19 Jul 58" Army Force A (l87th Airborne Battle Qrouo) began i. 
arriving at Beirut from Adana by air at 0400Z, completing 
the operation at 2230Z. It numbered approximately 1720 
• personnel. Force B (503rd Airborne Battle Oroup) remained . 
m Germany on 24-hour alert. Force C (combat and 
service support units), already partly transported to 
Adana, would begin airlift to Beirut when the Force A 
movement was completed. Force D (service support) was 
scheduled to move by sea from French and German ports. 

M Msg, CINCSFECOMME to CNO, 3808/3833, 192226Z 
JUl 58. fa ) Msg, USAFE ADVON to CSAF, APEX OO78, 
20l4l8z JUl 58, JMEFQ Lebanon Msg File. C**) ™ 
Situation Report No. 10 (Middle East), 23 Jul 58, CCS 
319.1 (7-16-58) sec 1. 

19 JUl 58 CINCUSAFE indicated that without further augmentation 

of his airlift capability it would require approximately 
8 days to complete the movement of Force C to Lebanon. 
On 22 July CINCSPECOMME advised that this schedule was 
aooep table to him. 

is^ Msg, Hq USAFE to CSAP, APEX 000055f 191508Z 
JUl 58: fS) Msg, CIMCSPECOMMB to JC3 and Hq USAFE, 
4774, 221821Z Jul 58. Both in CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) 
sec 3. 

19 Jul 58 Premier Nlklta Khrushchev of the Soviet union, in a 

letter to President Elsenhower, proposed a conference ..^ 
of the heads of govenment of the USSR, the US, Britain, 
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Prance,, and India, with trt$i UN Secretary General 
participating, to prdViirtt the war that he said waa made 
inilnent by the "aigresaiv* act" of the US and Britain 
in sending troops into Lebanon and Jordan* He propoaed 
to meet at Geneva on 22 JUly, but stated that the USSR 
was agreeable to any other place, including Washington, 
and to another date, though he stressed the need for 
speedy action. He informed the President that he was 
simultaneously approaching the other heads of government 
referred to above. - 
Dept of State Bulletin , vol XXXIX, No. ggo 
(11 Aug 58), pp. 

IQ JUl 58 COHSEVENraPLT issued orders organizing a task group with 
^ the mission of deploying the 3rd Battalion, 3rd Marines, 

froB the Western Pacific to the Persian Gulf to conduct 
operations as directed In support of US .^c^ 
/QS) Msg. COMSEVENTHPLT to OTP 76 and OTP 79, 3552, 
19l65iz Jul 50, JMBPO Lebanon Msg Pile. 

ig Jul 58 The US Ambassador in Vienna concluded that in view of 
the unfavorable publicity being given the matter, any 
further overflight of Austria would seriously weaken 
the US moral and propaganda position. Hence he 
reoQonended that all overflights cease. If some future 
• iMrgency made them necessary, Austrian authorization 
BhouSd not be requested and maximum concealment should 
bTpracticed. Ttoe State Department and Headquarters UJ 
concurred In these recommendations. 

. . ie) Mag, Vienna to SecState, 191, 19 JUl 58," tS) 
Msg, SecState to Vienna, I80. 19 Jxa 58. (3) M^g, Hq 
U8AP to CINOUSAEE, APEX OOOOfiO, 201730Z Jui 58. JMBPG 
Lebanon Msg Pile. 

19 Jul 58 JXk the evening the Japanese UN delegation circulated a 
uui resolution to other members of the Security Council. 

Designed as a compromise measure, the resolution called 
for the UN Observer Group in Lebanon to continue its 
aotivltles and requested the Secretary General to take 
measures forthwith to assist the Group in establishing 
conditions that would make possible the withdrawal of 
US troops. This was generally taken to imply an enlarge- 
ment of the Observer Group. . 
MST, 20 JUl 58, 1:5 {includes text). 

ig Jul 58 C0M3IXTHPLT reported that in operations over Lebanon, 
^ ^ 16-19 July, 16 aircraft of his conmand had received 

^|4''SSg!'^ll™ to CINCSPECOMME, 3892, 200725Z 
JUl 50. 

20 JUl 58 Jordan announced the severing of diplomatic relations 

with the UAR because of Cairo's recognition of the new 
Iraqi Government. 

NYT . 21 Jul 58, 1:5. 

20 Jul 58 The US Ambassador in Jidda transmitted Saudi Arabia's 
^ refusal of the US request of 17 JUly for overflight 
rights as well as for use of the Dhahran airport in 
ovder to fly petroleum from Bahrein to Amnan, Jordan. 
<«) Msg, Jidda to SecState, 87, 20 JUl 58. 
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20 JUl 58 in« state Department Instructlsd^he US Embasay in 

*il AViv to express to Israelii Pi»iine Minister Ben Qurlon 
(hil very deep concern of thft Ufl Wgardlns his protest 
agilnat further British overfllgllts of Israel, "me US 
understood his anxiety and had told the British of 
Ben aurlon*s desire that the DK transport Ita supplies 
through channels other than Israel's airspace aa soon aa 
possible. The US and DK were hastening to eatabllah 
auoh an alternate route. Hotiever, loss of Israeli over- 
flight rights at that time would jeopardize the effeetive- 
nees of the British forces guarding the political 
Btablllty of Jordan, which was a matter of profound 
iBportance to Israel. 

fat Msg, SecState to Tel Aviv, 52, 20 JUl 58, DA IH 
135m, (21 JUl 58). 

20 JUl 58 During the meetings of Secretary Dulles and Foreign 

Minister Lloyd on 19-20 July, it was decided to hold the 
Baghdad Pact Meeting In London beginning 28 July, as 
soheduled. Secretary Dulles plaxmed to attend the first 
diy*8 session, 

(4ff) Msg, SecState to London, 777, 21 JUl 58. 

20 JUl 58 me Chief of Naval Operations notified CIMC5ESC0HNB that 

hm was authorized to airlift, within his capability, 
erltlcal POL products requested by the US Embassy In 

tff) Msg, CNO to CINCSEECOHME, 202203Z JUl 58, CnS 
381 (8-23-57) sec 6. 

21 JUl 58 me situation in Annan was calm, and no incidents 

involving British troops were reported • Meanwhile, 
the Damaacus, Cairo, and Baghdad radios urged the people 
of Jordan to assassinate King HUBsein and overthrow his 
Qovemment • 

■ NVT, 22 JUl 58, 15:1, 2, 5. 

21 JUl 58 me first aircraft evacxiatlng Americans from Iraq 

departed Baghdad for Rome at 0820Z, bearing 90 passengers. 

JtBf Msg, USARMA Baghdad to DBPTAR, CX 47« 211330Z 
JUl 58, DA IN 135934. 

21 JUl 58 2& a note handed to the US Ambassador in Moscow, the 
XJSSn condemned flights of US military aircraft over 
Aaetria as a violation of International law and of the 
Anstrian treaty signed by the US, UK, USSR, and Prance. 
The Soviet note called on the US to halt these flights 
iMdlately. 

. »YT, 22 JUl 58, 1:7. 

21 JUl 58 ni a letter to President Eisenhower, President Chamoun 
of Lebanon expressed his "profound gratitude" for US 
assistance. 
V NYT, 28 JUl 58, 5:3-4 (text). 

21 JUl 58 The US Ambassador In Beirut waa Informed by the head 

of the UN Observer Group in Lebanon that he had received 
authorization to establish liaison with US forces through 
the US Ambassador. 

Sf' (e) Msg, Beirut to SeeStste, 567> 21 JUl 58, DA ZK 
136043, (22 JUl 58). 


£1 Jul 58 The Chief of the Turkish Gehel'alj.^taff presented the US 
Aimy Attache In Ankara with the Turkish plan for an 
invasion of Syria and Iraq, which was dependent on the 
US providing air cover and technlttal material assistance. 
The plan called for the simultaneous occupation of 
certain areas in northern Syria and Iraq by two Turkish 
aiwy corps and an armpred brigade. The objective was to 
hold sufficient territory in northern Syria and Iraq to 
secure Turkey's southern border and protect over half a 
million ethnic Turks living within the area, including 
many in northern Iraq who had declared they disliked the 
new Iraqi regime, 

iSBOl Msg. USARMA Ankara to DBFTAR, AAC 125, 

ai34oz j\a 58, DA IN 135768. 

21 Jul 58 CIKCSPECOMME requested that, in view of the size and 
complexity of the Lebanese operation, a major general 
OP lieutenant general of the Army or Marine Corps be 
assigned imnediately as COHAMLANFOR. This senior ground 
force officer's headquarters would comprise an echelon, 
with highly Important duties, between OINCSPECOHMB and 
the two brigadier generals who ccnmanded the Amy and 
Marine forces, respectively, . . 

tW) Msg, CINCSPECOMME to CNO, 4119, 211341Z JUl 58, 
CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 3. 

21 JUl 58 m consultation with Secretary Dulles, Israeli Ambassador 
Eban expressed his country's approval of the US action 
In Lebanon and urged that US and British troops not be 
withdrawn from the Middle East prematurely. Noting 
that Israel expected soon to receive a stem protest 
fpon the USSR regarding the permission given for US-UK 
■ overflights and that Israelis identification with the 
US-UK Intervention would deepen her security problem 
once the Western forces had withdrawn, Eban suggested 
that the "US and UK should acknowledge a special 
obligation to aid and protect Israel. SecretaiTr Dulles 
replied that the US action in Lebanon should give 
confidence that an Israeli appeal would receive a similar 
response, and he promised a fresh review of Israeli 
anns requests, ^ . 

Is) Msg, SecState to Tel Aviv, 6I, 21 JUl 58, 

21 JUl 58 The US Ambassador in Rome reported that the Italian 

aovemment desired for political reasons to assume that 
the destination of US aircraft refueling in Italy was 
Adana and requested the US to avoid any public indication 

to the contrary. . « . 

^ Msg, Rome to SecState, 240, 21 JUl 58, DA IN 
136301 (22 JUl 58)1 JMEPG Lebanon Msg Pile. 

21 Jul 58 At the UN, the Soviet representative strongly attacked 
the Japanese compromise resolution on the Lebanon 
question (see item of 19 July 58) because it failed to 
call for the immediate withdrawal of US troops. JUst as 
the Security Council was about to vote on the Japanese 
motion, the Lebanese representative requested a 
postponement on the grounds that his government needed 
more time to study the resolution. After an acrimonious 
exchange between the Soviet and US representatives, the 
vote was postposed until 22 July. ' .1^1 

NYT, 22 Jul 58, -li8; debate excerpts, 8:1-8. 1 
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21 JUI 58 The US Ambassador in Aninian reportea that Premier Rlfal, 
upon being informed that the US would not assist Jordan 
in putting dovm the Iraqi revolt i maintained that there 
must have been some misunderstanding inasmuch as Jordan 
had no .intention of intervening militarily in Iraq. 
Despite this complete reversal of the Jordanian position, 
Rifal again stressed at length the purely domestic and 
psychological reasons for wanting US troops in Jordan » 
namely that they were needed for internal security and 
to offset reaction to UK troops whose presence was 
Interpreted as a step toward reimposltlon of British 
control. To Washington the Ambassador repeated his 
recommendation that the US forego sending troops but 
continue to supply commodities and provide financial and 
economic asslstcuice. 

In the evening the US and British Ambassadors were 
again summoned to the palace, where King Hussein formally 
requested them to forward a new request for US troops 
and additional British forces to their Qovemments, In 
doing so, the US Ambassador noted evidence that some plan 
for intervention in Iraq by Turkey, Iran, and Pakistan 
was in the making, in which Jordan might Join. Pointing 
out that, once stationed in Jordan, US forces would have 
no choice but to perfoim expanded security duties if 
Hussein suddenly ordered the Jordanian Army Into Iraq^ 
he underscored his reooraaendation against sending US 
troops. ^ , ^ 

^ mz, Amman to SeoState, 211, 21 Jul 58. (3) 
Msg, Amman to SecState, 214, 22 Jul ^8. 

21 Jul 58 undersecretary of State Murphy was instructed to inform 

Lebanese officials that the US would assist Lebanon in 
■ -economic rehabilitation once the present crisis was over. 
ia) Msg, SecState to Beirut « 394^ 21 JUI ^8. 

22 JUI 5.8' ime British War Office told the US Ambassador in London 

that there were between I700 and I800 British troops in 
Jordan. 

Msg, London to SecState, 490, 22 JUI 58. 

22 JUI 58 CINCSPECOMME reported that Uhder secretary Murphy's 

efforts in Lebanon were being widely acclaimed. The 
fact that Murphy had given equal attention to arranging 
conversations with opposition and Government leaders had 
been extolled in the press, and one leftist opposition 
paper had stated "the crisis Is on the way to solution.**" 
Meanwhile US aircraft had encouraged the favorable turn 
of opinion by dropping a million leaflets over Lebanon. 

Pe-) Msg, cmCSPECOMME to CNO, 4895* 222116Z JUI 58, 
CCS 3ol Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 3. 

22 Jul 58 Hie UN Secretariat received a protest from the UN Observer 
Group in Lebanon against low-flying US aircraft that were 
having a disquieting effect on the Lebanese population 
and hence making the work of the Observer Group more 
difficult. The Group was also concerned to note that US 
flights along the border were drawing Syrian antiaircraft 
fire, since UN patrol craft might also be fired upon as a 
result. In forwarding this report to Washington, 
Ambassador Lodge reconnended that both types of operation 
be stopped if possible^ 

(Ai M8g« New YorkJlo SecState, ll4, 22 Jul 58. 
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22 JUl 58 Replying to Khtushchev's letteir-af 19 July, President 

Elsenhower pointed out that the UN Security Council had 
been created for the purpose of , detierminlng whether any 
threat to peace existed, and* If (?ne did, what measures 
should be taken. Therefore, If Khrushchev seriously 
believed there was a threat to peace, he should take It 
up with the Security Coxinclli Heads of government, the 
President further pointed out, could represent their 
countries in the Security Council. If they were to meet, 
he said, they should make use of the existing machinery 
and orderly procedure of that body, rather than 
improviaed procedures bypassing It and thus derogating 
from UN authority and prestige, as proposed by 
Khrushchev. The US would join in a Security Council 
msetlng of heads of government if such a meeting were 
■gwierally desired. ^. . , ^ 

Dept of State Bulletin , vol XXXIX, No. 998 (11 Aug 
58), pp. 229-231. 

22 Jul 58 By patient discussion Ambassador McCllntock persuaded 
President Chamoun to send immediate instructions to 
Lebanese delegate Malik at the UN reversing his stand 
against the Japanese resolution. Malik was directed 
to acquiesce in the Japanese resolution if it provided 
that US forces would not be withdrawn from Lebanon until 
the UN measures were considered adequate, with the 
determination of adequacy being reserved to the US and 

Lebanese Qovemments. _ . 

ia) Msg, Beirut to SecState, 588, 22 Jul 58, DA IN 
•136295. 

22 Jul 58 CINCSPECOMME requested CINCUSAHEUR to ship all of Force 
B (tank battalion) to Lebanon as soon as possible. 

Ce) Msg* CINCSPECOMME to CINCUSAREOR, 2216012 Jul 
58, DA IN I3S27I. 

22 Jul 58 At the UN, the Soviet Uhion vetoed the Japanese resolu- 
tion on the Lebanese crisis after the Security Council 
had rejected Soviet amendments calling for the immediate 
withdrawal of US forces. The vote on the Japanese 
resolution was 10-1. After the voting. Secretary General 
Hammarskjold announced that he intended to strengthen 
the UN Observer Group, despite the failure of the Security 
Council to agree on any action in Lebanon. The Coimoil 
then adjourned indefinitely. ^ 1, , o 

NYT, 23 Jul 58, 1:4; debate^ excerpts, 4:1-8. 

22 JUl 58 The Joint Chiefs of Staff noted an estimate by JMEPQ of 
the US forces that might be required in Lebanon if UAR 
covert assistance to the Lebanese opposition continued 
and long-term military support of the Lebanese Government 
was required. The estlinate of Army and Marine land 
forces was two divisions (or equivalent) and one armored 
cavalry regiment, with supporting elements, totaling 
approximately 50,000 personnel. If the UAR intensified 
its covert intervention, up to three divisions might be 
required. The study pointed out that military operations 
in Lebanon of the magnitude Indicated in the estimate 
would reduce US logistical readiness for general war and 
cause significant deficiencies In US ground force 
availability until a ^rtial mobilization of industry 
and personnel became effective . 
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Dec On JCS 1887/479, -Estimate of the 
Magnitude of U.S. Military Forceo which May Be Required 
In Lebanon for an Extended F^riod of Tlma (96)/' 22 JUl 
58, CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) Bea ^. 

22 Jul 56 With State Department and OSD conciirrence , the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff canceled a study concerned with 
contingency planning for evacuation of American citizens 
from Iraq, which had been directed following Inter- 
departmental consultations on 18 July. 

(«) JCS 1887/481. Note by Secys, "Iraq (U)," 22 Jul 
58. (U) N/H of JCS 1887/481, 22 JUl 58. Both In CCS 
381 (9-23-57) sec 6. 

By this date, in response to President Elsenhower's 
request on 15 Julyj a flash study on what the US could 
do to strengthen the military position of Turkey and 
Iran had been prepared and used by the Chairman, JCS, 
"'m discussions with the President. Further, the 
Assistant Secretary of Defense (ISA) had arranged for 
expedited delivery of various items of ground force 
materiel to Turkey and Iran, and for certain naval items 
to Iran, His office was in the process of determining 
what other items should be similarly expedited. 

(W) JCS 1887/478, Note by Secys, Possible Action 
by the united States to Strengthen Immediately the 
Military Position of Turkey and Iran ie),^ 22 Jul 58, 
CCS 381 (8-23-57) sec 6. 

G 


22 Jul 58 


22 JUl 58 


^Oovemments friendly to the West had been 
reassured by The US-UK moves, but their internal 
opposition had been strengthened, and anti-Western 
demonstrations could be expected. The Arab world in 
general was in a period of revolutionary ferment and 
was likely to continue to undergo periods of violence 
and irrationality. *1 

22 Jul 58 Itie State Department announced that the US had expressed 
its regrets to Austria for flights made over that country 
without Austrian permission. A-Department spokesman 
emphasized that the aircraft had been unarmed transports 
and stated that all unauthorized overflights of Austrian 
■territory had ceased, 

NYT, 23 JUl 58, 8:6. 

22 JUl 58 The Chief of Naval Operations directed CINCSPECOMME to 

continue airlifting critical POL products to Amman until 
surface support became effective or until the US Embassy 
in Amman advised that the airlift was no longer required. 

Msg, CNO to CINCSPECOMME, 2219312 Jul 58, CCS 
:38l (S-23-57) sec 6. 

23 Jul 58 Ate Sir Michael Denny, BJSM, Washington, infoimed the 

-Joint Chiefs of Staff that UK authorities had concluded 
-that the sending of Q^rther British forces to Jordan 
would make no contribution to political stability there, 
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but that the. arrival of a amalliti f bfce would have ^ : 
effeot out of all proportion to its aiiH. Aocordlngly, 
approaches were being made through th% state Department 
to requeot the sending of a contingent of US troops, 
"however small," into Jordan, ^ , ^ ««,o 
tff) Aid e-memoire , Adm Sir Michael Demy to CJC3, 
23 Jul sy, CCS 3ai (8-23-57) aeo 6. 

23 Jul 58 -me US Ambiassador in Beirut reported the salient details 
of the financial crisis confronting Lebanon as outlined 
by the acting Minister of Finance. Since the crlala ma l -a^j-^ 

expected to be acute for the following three montha, the 
Minister of Finance requested that the US give iinnedlate : 
oonalderatlon to providing budgetary support for Lebanon. 
< . t«) Mag, Beirut to SeoState, 635* 23 JUl 58. 




2"^ Jul 58 ip»8ident Blaenhower received a letter from Prime .£6e...T.. . .■ . 

23 jui :30 Snlster Macmlllan that urged US military participation , . 

in Jordan in company with the British and reqyeated a ^ :: *t^S' ' ■ " 

US airlift from Cyprus to Amman to provide partial ^ 

lOKlatic support to the British forces, 
^ (.«l Memo, Dir NE S.Asia and Afr Reg OSD (ISA) to 

Aaat SeoDef (ISA), "Logistic Airlift in Support of UK 

Forces in Jordan,^' 23 Jul 58, CCS 38I (8-23-57) aeo 6. 

23 JUl 58 AdWLslng CINCSPECCMmE that higher US SU*5**^*^^t.*^SS 
reservations regarding the number of US troopa to. be 
stationed in Lebanon, the Joint Chiefs of Staff , 
Instructed him to clear with them before moving Army 1 .i^l^^/r.^^ 

Force B from Oennany, except in emergency. ' 1 . sss. ... ' 

- (i9B) Mag, JCS to CINCSPECOMMB, JC3 945311# 23 JUl 
56; CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 3. 

23 JUl 58 Premier' Khrushchev replied to President Elsenhower 's 
^ ^ letter of 22 JUly. Agreeing to a meeting of heads of 

government within the framework of the Security Council, 

Khrushchev stated that Premier Nehru of India should 

participate in this special session of the Security 

Cooncil, and also representatives of the "Interested 

Arab states." Again stressing the need for apeed, he 

proposed that the meeting begin in New York on 28 JUly, 
V^Dept of State Bulletin , vol XXXIX, No. 998 (11 Aug 

58)i pp. 234*235. 

23 JUl 58 The Soviet newspaper Izveatla opposed a heads-of- 
23 ^ 50 „3^tlng in-TKeTMurlty council because, it 

said, that US would have a "mechanical majority" in the 

Couniil. Moreover, asked Izvestla, did the US "seriously 

Imagine that anyone couX6 agree to discuss Important 

problems with Chiang Kai-shek?" 
WTT , 23 JUl 58, 1:7. 

23 JUl 58 The Joint Chiefs of Staff approved CINCSPECOMMB • s 

^ recommendation that a senior officer be appointed to 

the joint ground force comnand in Lebanon (see item of 
2X July). Maj Qen Paul D. Adams, USA, was designated to 
serve as COMAMLANPOR. CINCSPBCOMMB retained overfall 
oconand and responsibility for major military and policy 
doelslons; COMAMLANFOR, with a J^J^* iJ^JSLad 
Mavlns personnel, was charged with aU Joint and ocrtblned 
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aspects of land force operatiott^ anfS support planning 
in the Middle East area and vdih^s^lstlng CINCSPECOMMB 
in maintaining liaison with Qen ChftHab and other 
oananders. Ihe Department of the Airoy directed USARBUH 
to assist Oen Adams by supplying personnel, equipment, 
and units, including a signal detachment, as required. 

Lis) Msg, DA to USCINCEtm and CINCUSAREUR, DA 
9^*5322, 23 Jul 58, CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 3. 

23 Jul 58 Speaker Oaseiran of the Lebanese Chamber of Deputies 

issued a call for parliament to meet on 31 «nily to elect 
a Buocessor to president Chamoun* 
. gyp* 24 JUl 58, 1:8, 

24 JUl 58 in. a note delivered to the Turidsh Foreign Ministry, 

the Soviet Union accused Turkey of planning to attaok 
Iraq and strongly warned against such action, A 
spokesman for the Turkish Foreign Ministry denied the 
Soviet oharse. ^ , 

NOT, 26 JUl 58, '>:5. 

24 JUl 58 Tl» Joint Chiefs of Staff reconmended that the Secretary 
of Defense request the Department of State to consider, 
as a matter of priority, the assignment of a political 
advisor to the staff of CINCSPBCOMMB, In view of the 
complex and changing poUtlcal situation In the Middle 
Bast and the international pamif Icatlona of the operations 
CINCSPECOMMB was then directing In that area ^see item 

°>^»^^(«?^M«no, CJCS to SeoDef , "The Assignment of a 
PoUtlcal Advisor to CINCSFECOMMB»s Staff (U)," 24 JUl 
58. derived from (S) JCS 1887/480 , 22 JUl 58. Both in 
• CCS 381 (8-23-57) aec 6, 

24 Jul 58 The Joint Chiefs of Staff notified CINCSPBCOMMB that 

the US Qovemment had approved the British request for 
US assistance in airlifting logistic support from 
Cyprus for the British forces in Jordan, They 
instructed him to ascertain British requirements and 
render such assistance as he could without Jeopardizing 

hl8 primary mission. ^, , ^ , 

(J») Msg, JCS to cmCSPECOMMB, JCS 945452. 24 JUl 
58, CCS 381 (8-23-57) sec 6. 

24 JUl 58 Tlie Joint Chiefs of Staff advised CINCSPBCCMMB that the 
Israeli Ambassador had told Secretary ixaies the 03 had 
clearance for overflight of Israel in support of British 
forces in Jordan "for a number of days. '^.^^ . ^ , 
in) Msg. JCS to CINCSPECOMMB, JCS 945462, 24 JUl 
58i CCS 381 (8-23-57) Beo 6. 

24 JUl 58 The strength of US Marine Corps units In Lebanon was as 

follows: ^ , - ^ 

1st Battalion, 8th Marines 1622 

-i-. 2nd BattaUon, 2nd Marines 1721 

3rd BattaUon, 6th Marines 1652 
2nd Battalion, 8th Marines 840 

Air Uhlts J*04 
TOTAL 

(JTSi JWR Situation Report No. 12 (Middle Bast), 

25 JUl 58, CCS 319.1 (7-161-58) seo 1. 
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Wmb8* HEAR to CNO. 250336Z JUl 58, 

CCS 301 (8-23-57) sec 6. 

Rlfal Jordan proposed to Inoreaae her ^-^^^^^Ti^ Sh* 
fSrSes so that foreign troops could depart. ^W^il^ ^^^^ 
iSSa of intervening in Iraq would be fi^^^nSSiate S^la 
trtbea and agents would tie organized ^o penetrate Syria 
in order to create unrest. To achieve these objectives 
I?- 2S requested that the US provide Jordan Jj^h the 
eetSated $8 million necessary to raise two additional 
brlSdes recruited fran tribes loyal to the King, and 
?Sat the US and Jordan conclude a 

ment under which the US would ^f-^^^P^J^? J**??!?^Snce 
Am and supply technical and other "^1^*5^^*;?^^^?"^® 
ISSr the sSpei^ision of a US MAAG, ^^^J^J^S; "f feStlve 
Sounds that the Baghdad Pact was no longer an 
dftf«n8e arrangement, it was requested that the US unaer 
tSte tS establish a new regional defense organization to 
bS^oSn'ls METO, Which would include T^^y'^$S°^' 
Jordan, Iran, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, ™?t5v» and 

Morocci, US, UK, Prance, West Qemany, areeoe. Ubya, and 

^ -^i«Sl Msg, Ananan to SecState, 272, 25 JUl 58. 

JUl 58 At^a meeting of President Chamoun, Gen Chehab, Under- 

Suil^ sLcess aga?Sst the f^^e^^ Sf?"^? ^^Sdl^SSns 
however, as a means of improving political conditions 
prtor to the presidential election scheduled for 31 JUly. 
AMWdlSgly the conferees agreed that the Lebanese Anny 

SSettake an operation that afternoon with the 
i?m4?Pd oblective of reducing the size of the rebel-held 
ISti dilffi o? Bei^t, wUhout attempting to clean out 
the area entirely. To increase the forces available to 
S2n S^hab for this Ld other operations US troops would 
80 far as possible replace Lebanese units In static 
positions.*^ Also, the US would respond to Lebanese 
^quests for light military niaterial, such as SMll a™ 

Sd ammunition, tear gas, and P^yv^Jft p^^iSf ?8 DA In' 

M Msg, Beirut to SecState. 698, 25 JUl 5e# DA 
137951; CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 4. 

OK Ttn (^a The US Ambassador in Cairo transmitted a formal protest 
25 JUl 58 ^;,?^,n5^^%i,e UAR Which charged that American air- 
craft had violated UAR airspace in Syria and had 
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TTAH elvil alrcrfcf t i —irie protest de8crit5ed 

¥Hni- TT&R aMBfid fopces had been oraeiped from za&z aay w 
tS2 SSISres nlceseary to protect the airspace from 

vlolatlon.^^^ Cairo to SecState, 298, 25 JMl 58. DA IN 

137905. 

Jul 58 secretary General Hamnarskjold ^^q^^ested the consent 
25 Jui 50 ^fSe Government of Lebanon to expand the functions 
and increase the size of the UM Observer Group. 
NYT , 26 Jul 58, 3:8. 

25 JUI 58 The OS tm delegation in New York was *°tiallv 
25 Jux DO 1^ secretary General Dag HammarskJ old confidentially 
the OS was prepared to offer substantial financial 
SSistSce for eSpaSdlng the UM Observer Group in 

^^2Sj Msg, SecState to New York, 98, 25 July 58, 
DA IN 138IU9, (26 July 58). 

2S Jill «58 The Swiss Qovemment announced that It had 
25 Jul 5« ^^^lon for US military transport aircraft to overfly 
Snitzerland when the US had requested such permission 
fS the nlKht of 15-16 July. Since that time, said the 
^oSSceSeS: ?hree US aircraft had violated Swiss 
Srspacrby liistake, but the Swiss Government did not 
contemplate making any protest. 
j:^. NYT , 26 JUI 58, 3:7. 

2«5 Jul 58 in^a brief reply to Khrushchev »s letter of 23 July, 
25 JUl 5^ Sesident Elsenhower wrote the Soviet leader that any 

- discussion of the Middle East In the UN Security Council 
should be carried out under the established rules of the 
Counoil. He reiterated that any member nation "^^Sht 
. . bTrepresented by any member of its government, including 
the "Sad of state, and pointed out that the Council was 
Svowered to invite representatives of non-member nations 
topapticlpate in the discussion under certain conditions. 
He also insisted that the Council concern itself with 
the Middle East in general, rather than limit discussion 
to a consideration of Lebanon and Jordan. 
NOT , 26 JUl 58, 1:8; text, 2:U-8. 

25 Jul 58 Secretary of State Dulles inforaed the US Embassy in 
25 JUJ. 50 ^^^^ ^of^^ General Chehab had reasonably wide 

backing among the Lebanese, he would be acceptable to 
the US as president of Lebanon. Indeed, the JS would 
be willing to help persuade him to undertake the candidacy 
ir necessary. ^^^^^^^^ ^^^^^ ij87, 25 Jul 58, DA IN 
138311 (26 JUl 58). 

Tui s8 SMretary of State Dulles cautioned the US Embassy in 
25 JUl 50 |S^J*Sat US forces in Lebanon should not be deployed 
near the Syrian frontier in the present circumstances. 

^ Mag, SecState to Beirut, W, 25 JUly 5o, DA IK 
138311 (26 JUl 58). 

f • • 
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25 Jul 58 In view of Indications .that the OpIsIs in the Lebanese 

situation had passed. Air Poroe consnands were authorized 
to decrease their alert status i 

HQ USAP to CINCSAO 6t al*, APCVC TS 1592# 
252208Z Jul 58, JMEPQ LebanonlTss File. 

26 JUl 58 Change No. 6 to BLUE BAT foimally designated Ma J Oen 

. -Paul D. Adams, USA, as C(»!AMLAKPOR, effective at 1200Z. 

Msg, CINCSPECOMPffi to CNO, 6456, 261001Z Jul 58- 
j JMEFO Lebanon Msg Pile. 

26 Jul 58 In a note to the West Gennan Qovemment, released by 
, Taas, the Soviet Union called on West Qennany to stop 
! allowing the US to use Qennan bases as staging points 

for ita military activities in the Middle East. 
' OTT, 27 Jul 58, 7:2. 

26 Jul 58 cinicSPBCOMME directed COMAMLANPOR to prepare contingent 
plans, and COMAMAIRPOR and COMAMNAVPOR to prepare 
corresponding supporting plans, for the foj-lowlns* 
~ (1) clearing the Basta of rebel forces; (2) defending 
Beirut against reinforced rebel forces: (3) defending 
Lebanon against UAR intervention; and (4) securing the 
Tripoli and Sidon areas. The plans were to embrace action 
taken by both US and Lebanese forces together or by US 
forces alone • 

(48) Msg, CINCSFECOHHB to COHAHLANPOR, COMAHAIRFOR, 
and COMAMNAVPOR, 6673, 261521Z JUl 58, CCS 381 Lebanon 
(5-13-58) sec 4, 

26 Jul 58 The US Ambassador In Beirut reported that members of 
Admiral Holloway's staff had assured him US aircraft 
were under strict orders not- to violate UAR airspace. 
There was no record of any violation of the Syrian 
border, as. charged by the UAR (see item of 25 Jtily 58), 
• . but a further investigation was underway. It was quite 
possible that US aircraft had intercepted soms UAR planes 
for identification purposes, but any such action fell 
under the terms of the notice to air traffic issued at 
the beginning of the Lebanese operation. 

-fC) Msg, Beirut to SeoState, 737# 26 JUl 58, DA IN 
138446 (27 Jul 58). 

26 JUl 58 ma letter submitted to the UN Security Council and 
circulated as a UN document the UAR charged that US 
aircraft on 18 and 21 JUly had connnitted three violations 
of UAR airspace and had intercepted four UAR civil and 
comnercial planes. . — 

frt Msg, SecState to Beirut, 580. 30 JUl 58, DA IN 
139877 (31 J^il 58). lOT, 27 JUl 58, 8:1. 

26 Jul 58 AS instructed by the State Department, the US Embassy 
in London informed the Porelgn Office of the following 
US position regarding action in the Persian aulf : 
(1) the US would continue to support the special British 
position m the Persian Gulf; (2) the US agreed with the 
British Inclination not to intervene in Kuwait under the 
present circumstances and would counsel against military 
occupation except in the event of a coup d ' etat or by 
prior agreement with the Ruler of Kuwait; ana ^3) the 
US endorsed the British plan to maintain forces in the 
Persian oulf that coul*-lntervene in Kuwait or Qatar 
within 36 hours tlae, if necessary. 
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Msg, SecState to London, 1033, 25 Jul 58. 
(va) Msg, London to SecState, 6Q2i 26 JUl 58. 

26 Jul 58 Force C virtually completed its mo V^^nt by air Jo 

Beirut. Its strength of 1632, adddd to the Force A 
itrengih of 1755, brought the total Army personnel in 
Lebanln to 3387. Force B remained in Oennany, with one 
oODpany on la-hour alert and the remainder on 24-hour 
alS^ status. Forces D and E were en route to the 
objective area by sea, with estimated time of arrival 

2-5 ^^*Jyj^ situation Report No. 14 (Middle East), 27, 
JUl 5a, CCS 319.1 (7-16-58) see 1. 

27 JUl 58 -me US Array Attache in Amman reported arrival at l800Z 
juj. ^^^^ ^^^^ C-119»s airlifting supplies from 

Cyprus to the British forces in Jordan. -.s -i 

gyp™ DEPTAR, C 64, 281430Z JUl 

58, dTin 138785. 

27 Jul 58 since US forces in Beirut were finding increasingly 
c( juj. 3« difficult to obtain suitable land and sufficient room 

for supply dumps and tactical troop deployment, 
CINCSPECOMME reported that further augmentation, in 
addition to Forces D and B already en route, would not 

^ ^^''t^'^isg, CINCSPECOMME to CNO, 6936, 272111Z JUl 58, 
CCS 3ol Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 4. 

28 JUl 58 C1HC3PEC0MMB Informed the JC3 that British Cooma^rs 
jux 3o ^ ^^^^^ Middle East had requested him to arrange 

to continue the airlift from Cyprus to Annian beyond 
• llAugust. CINCSPECOMME advised the JCS that he was 
reluctant to be committed to this airlift on a continuing 

^^^?J») Msg, CINCSPECOMME to CNO, 6976, 280556Z JUl 58, 
CCS 381 (8-23-57) sec 7. 

28 Jul 58 with regard to the Syrian border violations charged by 
2a JUl 50 IJJJ^^y^saro^ ^^^^^ ^^^^ CINCSPECOMMB received 

a ^report from his air commander that there had been no 
US air activity whatever on 18 July and that no US 
military aircraft had operated on 21 July in the area 
of the alleged violations. ^ , cq tna tm 

• Pel Msg, Beirut to SecState, 763, 28 JUl 5o, DA IN 
138906^(29 JUl 58) • 

28 JUl 58 At the first session of the Baghdad Pact meeting in 
tfo jui 3 j^ndon secretary Dulles cited the intervention In 

Lebanon as proof that the US was loyal to its frlenoo 
and capable of quick decisive action. He assured the 
pact members that in time of trouble the US would "act 
promptly, vigorously and even at great risk to Itself to 
insure their independence and integrity," The US would 
not be dissuaded by Soviet attempts to play upon the 
world's fear of war, oo eo 

La) Msg, London to SecState, SECTO 15, 28 JUl 5oj 
DA IN 139309 (29 JUl 58) . 
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NOTE REOABfllHO THB IA3T ENTRY FOR 28 Jul 58: 

t» H0HE3T JOHH l«»"»|;'"/"^firi^l''QemBn" and never left 
Lebanon, tha.a "'SPSSI/Tn™ battery's personnel were en. route. 
^5'::; JStxS'."UicnanJforLtion i. pertinent: . 

23 Jul 58' . *» CIHOUSAREUR. OIHOSPBDOMHE reou.at.d 

end nl-.ll.. i?t J' foHj^^trrSitir^qu^^^iLS^Srin^^^ 
ftTrS-n"" "^rbLf.™.ri*.r:oSSl h.d%lr..dy d.p.rt.d,. ■ 
however, on board another ship. 

■ ^•iror^6oHSI; l?iuo^z1^1i 5§: DA IH 138563. ; . . 
r,uU-tT*th:r.ToT.'hrid"ln a U8-bour .alert etatua. 

. th« foUowtng day.- ^ . -Vi;,. . ..■■'Vu 

• mi:^\i^''-' '''' 
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26 JXil 58 In London, Secretary Dulles slgrnsd a declaration of 

^ coUectlve security with the Prime Ministers of the UK, 
Iran. Turkey, and Pakistan— the members of the Baghdad 
pact, less Iraq. The US was pledged to cooperate with 
these states for their security and defense, and to 
"promptly enter into agreements designed to give «"ect 
to this cooperation." A OS official told reporters that 
this action by the US waa equivalent to Joining the 
Baghdad Pact. ^ ^ ^ . ^ 

NOT . 29 JUl 58, l;5-6; text, 6:4-5. 

28 JUl 58 In reply to President Eisenhower's letter of 25 July, 

premier Khrushchev said the Soviet Government considered 
it essential and iu»gent to convene a conference of heads 
of government, including Premier Nehru of India, as 
previously proposed. By insisting on the procedures of 
a regular session of the Security Council, the US, he 
charged, wae trying to stall off such a meeting of heads 
of government as could promptly take the decisions 
necessary to end the amed intervention in Lebanon and 
Jordan, and preserve and strengthen universal peace. 
Noting that Premier de Qaulle of France preferred a 
meeting in Europe, he said the Soviet Qovemment, with- 
out objecting to New York, now favored de Qaulle 'a view, 
but any city desired by the US was acceptable. 

Dept of State Bulletin , vol miX, No. 999 (18 Aug 
58), pp. 275-277. 

28 JUl 58 me Joint Chiefs of Staff, with State and Defense 

concurrence, directed CIHCSPEC0MM2 not to land the battery 
of HONEST JOHN laianchers and missiles currently en route 
to Lebanon. The weapons, however, might be maintained 
afloat. Immediately available for use if directed by JGS. 
A State Department request for this action had been 
forwarded to JGS by the Deputy Secretary of Defense two 
davs earlier 

^) Msg, JCS to CINCSPECOHME, JCS 945598, 28l6052 
Jul 56. yk) Memo, DSecDef to CJCS, "Emplacement of 
HONEST JOHN Missiles in Lebanon," 26 Jul 58, End to 
UbB) JCS 1887/483, 26 JUl 58. Both in CCS 38I Lebanon 
(5-13-58) sec 4. 

29 Jul 58 Lebanese premier Solh escaped unhurt when a bomb was 

detonated near his car while en route to his office. 
The explosion killed one member of the Premier's motor- 
cycle escort and injured others. 

^ Msg, USARMA, USAIRA, and ALUSNA Beirut to 
BBPPAR, GX 274, 291609Z JUl 58. DA IN 139207. 

29 JUl 58 utidersecretary Murphy reported that as a reoYi" 

attempted assassination of Premier Solh a political crisis 
had developed in the Lebanese Government involving Oen 
Chehab. Solh, who had previously espoused an early 
preoldential election and had been expected to support 
Chehab *s candidacy, was now opposed to the election and 
vehemently condemned Chehab. He blamed Chehab for 
Lebanon's predicament, which he charged US inactivity 
condoned, and proposed to have him and other Qeneral Staff 
officers summarily dlamisaed. Upon being informed, in 
response to his direct question, that US forces would not 
be used to support his government against the Lebanese 
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Amy should there be violent reaction to the removal 
of Chehab and other officers, Solh stated that he 
himself would resign and leave the country. Mr Murphy 
oonnented that this latest development pointed up the 
present government's lack of effective power and the 
attendant possibility of a military coup d'etat to 
estebliah real authority. ThereforeT^e inaicated 
safest course for the US was with Chehab and the 
mllitar^.^^^^ Beirut to SecState, 819, 30 JUl 58. 

29 Jul 58 TtM Joint Chiefs of Staff directed CIKC3PEC0MMB to 

infonn the British that the US could not assume 
responsibility for the air supply of British forces 
In Jordan on a continuing basis, because of insufficient 
available aircraft. If faoilltles were available, 
CINCSPECOMME was to continue the airlift temporarily, 
until 6 August. Meanwhile, he was to ascertain a flm 
date by which the British line of conmunlcatlons 
from Aqaba to Amoan would be completed, and advise 

''Cfflffi Msg, JCS to CINCSPECOMMB, JCS 945707, 
23121332 m 58, CCS 381 (8-23-57) sec 7. 

30 Jul 58 While m consultation with Ada Holloway and the US 

Ambassador in Beirut, Qen Chehab explicitly stated 
that he would not request withdrawal of US forces 
from Lebanon until rebel military activity had been 
reduced and contained. - 
Lai Msg, Beirut to SeoState, 820, 30 JUl 58, 
• . DH IN 139637. 

^1 Jul 58 Ihe UN Observer Group In Lebanon, In Its second report, 
stated that no more than limited smuggling of aims 
into Lebanon— and that largely confined to small ams 
and ammunition— had occurred up to 15 JUly, and that 
no persons had been found who had "indubitably 
infiltrated for the purpose of fighting. These 
conclusions were based on the results of air patrolling, 
both day and night, checked against the results of 
day ground patrolling, all-night watches, and 
occasional night patrols. Arrangements had been made 
with Opposition leaders on 15 July for unimpeded access 
to all the frontier under their control; but the arrival 
of US troops on that date had complicated the Qroup' s 
task, and constituted one reason for the 15 July cut-off 
date for the report. However, the Group stated, no 
Information had reached it since 15 JUly that would 
warrant a change In the general conclusions set forth 
in the report. ^ ^ ^ 

NYT, 1 Aug 58, 1:7-8; 2:3-6, 7. 
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31 JUl 58 The US Ambassador In Beirut leamecl from discussion 
with Chamoun and Chehab that neither of them daalred 
expansion of the UN Observer Group in Lebanon, chamoun 
wanted US forces to remain in Lebanon until stability 
was restored; he would consider increasing UN forces 
only If US troops were withdrawn prematurely. Chehab, 
on the other hand, openly opposed increasing the Observer 
QroUp and, indeed, expected to aslc fop its departure 
about the same time US tfoops were withdrawn. 

kih Msg, Beirut to SecState, 867, 31 J^al 5o» DA IN 
110275* (1 Aug 58) • 

51 Jul 58 aen Puad Chehab was elected president of Lebanon by a vote 
of 48 to 7 (with 1 abstention) on the second ballot in 
the Lebanese Parliament, The only other candidate pledged 
his support to General Chehab after the election. Ten 
of the 66 members of the Parliament did not participate, 
including Premier Sami Solh, who had opposed the holding 
of the election so long as violence continued. 
NyP , 1 Aug 58, 1:8. 

31 Jul 58 At a press conference Secretary Dulles informed newsmen 
that the US hoped there would be a greater measure of 
political stability in Lebanon at the time of US troop 
withdrawal than there was when they arrived. However, he 
said, "whatever our views may be, we would not stay in 
Lebanon after we had been asked to withdraw by the-duly 

constituted Qovemment of Lebanon." 

Dept of State Bulletin , vol XXXIX, No. 999 (18 Aug 
58), p. 271. 

31 Jul 58 The US Ambassador in Lebanon reported that President- 
elect Chehab, under political presQure for an immediate- 
public declaration calling on US forces to withdraw, asked 
if it might not be possible for the US to announce that 
* * the Improved security situation in Lebanon would presently 
make it possible for US troops to leave. Chehab 
expected the civil war rapidly to die out now that the 
election was over, and he felt that Syrian-Egyptian 
interference would not be resiuned again for some while, 
since Nasser reportedly had been severely shaken by the 
swift and effective US intervention in Lebanon. At the 
same time Chehab expressed the hope that US would help 
Lebanon with financial and military assistance, referring 
specifically to a need for US funds for the purchase of 
certain French-manufactured aims that were essential to 
Lebanese T/0 & E's. o^-^ o-. ^ 1 cq 

Msg, Beirut to SecState, 869, 31 Jul 58. 

31 jul 58 The US Ambassador in Lebanon advised CNO that Presldent- 
eleot Chehab had stated how very pleased he was in his 
personal and official relationships with Admiral Holloway, 
Qen Chehab had esild, "The Admiral showed an instant 
comprehension of our situation from the very moment we 
met on the airport road." The Ambassador had Indicated 
to Chehab that he fully concurred. 

Msg, Beirut to SecState, 875 > 1 Aug 58. 
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1 Aug 58 Replying to Premier Khrushchev's letter of 28 July 

about a meeting of heads of government in regard to the 
Middle East situation. President Elsenhower stated that 
he was instructing the US Permanent Representative to 
the Security Council to seek a special meeting of that 
body on or about 12 August, at which heads of govern- 
ments and foreign ministers might have direct dis- 
eusBlona. The US would not insist on New York as the 
place « but ruled out Moscow, The US position, the 
President said, was that (1) the UN Security Council 
had the principal responsibility for maintaining inter- 
national peace and security, and (2) through the 
Council, which represented them, the smaller nations 
participated in decisions inevitably affecting them, 
Khrushchev's proposal, on the other hand, was that 
five great powers should impose their decision on the 
rest of the world in a manner reminiscent of the system 
of political domination in Eastern Europe. 

Dept of State Bulletin , vol XXXIX, No. 999 
(18 Aug 58), pp. 274-275. 

1 Aug 58 The Joint Chiefs of Staff, having noted the'Brltlah 

desire for combined planning with US commanders in the 
Middle East, cabled the following tentative guidance 
to CINCNEU4 REAR, CINCSPECOMME, and COMIDEASTFOR , to be 
applicable to all US-UK planning discussions: dis- 
cussions relating to the Middle East, without comnit- 
aent of US forces or facilities, could be carried on 
at all levels, exchange of information was authorized, 
and close liaison with the British was to be maintained 
by all conmands, but the use of the term "combined 
planning" was to be avoided; no US forces or US actions 
in support of any US-UK plan could be coiranltted by any 
comnander without specific approval of the JCS. 

(«r) Msg, JCS to CINCNEI24 REAR ECHELON, CINC- 
SFECOMME, and COMIDEASTFOR, JCS 9^5925* 1 Aug 58, 
derived from (J») JCS I887A85, 31 Jul 58. Both in 
CCS 381 (8-23-57) sec 7. 

1 Aug 58 On the basis of investigation reports submitted to 

CINCSPECOMME , the US Ambassador in Beirut recommended 
that the US issue a denial of the UAR charge that US 
aircraft had violated the Syrian border. The US should 
concede, however, that its planes had intercepted UAR 
civil aircraft for identification purposes and should 
acknowledge that this sort of interception would 
continue as long as US forces remained in the area. 

Hrt Msg, Beirut to SecState, 889, 1 Aug 58, 
DA IN l406l7 (2 Aug 58). 

1 Aug 58 Task Group 7^.1, proceeding from the Pacific to the 
Persian Qulf bearing the 3rd Battalion, 3rd Marines, 
reported to CINCSPECOMME for operational control at 
2330Z, 

^ Msg, CTQ 74.1 to CINCSPECOMME, 012323Z Aug 58, 
JHBFO Lebanon Msg File. 
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1 Aug 58 


2 Aug 58 


2 Aug 58 


<ifft James R Nettles was kiHed by rebel snipers 

'"'^'^'fTl^ ^/M'^'^ief H3g. CIHCSPECOMHE to CJO. 
9168,'TS2126Z Aug 58. 

SSltMTplannera should examine urgently Include the 

SlaS^Kw^ef tKSSilhlefa Of Staff and 
CB.CHE^REAR Headauart.ro 12^««4«,. , 58. 

eTe?fi5era°^v?er« S?«f 
^Snre*i^-t^Sre"^=--xt- 

. ^en« lntSri?y ol Israel to be made clearly 
\ «Sg.^SeoStiie to Tei Aviv. 110. 2 Aug 58. 

2 Aug 58 The ^^*f -ador in Tel mj^^^"|t^«S - ^fhSt 
SSISted'Sediare'oeeamon of US ove'-mghts of 

biJid r,lSfa^1e^5!^^'TS^ i^rlfu'^^rre^^ Office 
?SS?iISed tha* bS Gurlon's insistent action followed 
reSJp? Sf the stem Soviet n°te of 1 August 
and from concern that he had already exceeded the 
S5?KnJ^?tff allowed him by the Cabinet In granting over- 
??SSt^i4i3slon. After consultation with his British 
flif^L^lthrus Ambassador concluded that Ben Ourlon 

dtllded t^t t^ urgency of the supply need, of 
jSrtm and the British forces there was not eutfflclent 
to iStlfy the risk Israel was running In permitting 
werfllgMs that he did not feel able to resist 
Strong cabinet and potential public opposition on the 

H8g. Tel Avlv to Seestate, 137. 2. Aug 58. 
M IH l40962 (3 Aug 58). 
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2 Amc 58 The US Oovemment extended recognition to the Oovem- 
2 Aug 50 ™ "^^"ti^g Republic of Iraci, after noting im'3 

amement to be bound by the UN Ch&rter and Iraq's 

other international obligations. 

Dept of State Bulletin , vol XXXIX, No. 999 

(18 Aug 58), p. 273. 

2 Aug 58 King Hussein of Jordan announced, In Annnan, the fomal 

dissolution of the Arab Union. 
NTT , 3 Aug 58, 1:6. 

3 Aug 58 Ships bearing Force E (^^anjc battalion) and a major part 
J Aug 3o g (service support) arrived at Beirut and 

began unloading. When completely debarked, the two 

p^s would add 72 tanks, 756 vehicles, and 5182 Anny > 

personnel to the US forces Present In Lebanon. 

(JPSl JWR Situation Report No. 22 (Middle East), 
U;Aug 58, CCS 319.1 (7-16-58) sec 2. 

3 Aug 58 premier Khrushchev of the Soviet Union and Mao Tae-tung, 
3 Aug 50 JJJ^Jgj^jiep of Cormminist China, Issued a joint communi- 
qJS in Peiping, after four days of consultations there, 
(1) denouncing the "flagrant aggrea8ion"carrled out 
by the US and Britain in Lebanon and Jordan, (2) ™^J'^- ^i; 
Slnlng that a conference of the heads of government 
ofthe big powers should be called at once to dljcuss 
the situation in the Middle East, and (3) demanding 
that the US and Britain immediately withdraw their 
forces from Lebanon and Jordan. 
I;; m, U Aug 58, 1:8, 3:2-5. 

t^,a' qfl ondersecretary of State Robert Murphy completed talks 
3 Aug 58 2J^°?^f^^SJi°^s evening with the leaders of the new 
Government of Iraq. During these ^^Ito he ass^^^ 
. them that the US had no Intention of Evading Iraq, 
or otherwise interfering with Iraq's revolution. The 
Iraqi leaders had (1) assured Mr. Murphy that their 
revolt had had no inspiration or help from without, 
f2l suoken of cooperation, rather than an alliance, 
^ih ?SrSn?ted Arab Republic; and (3) stated, without 
evidencing hostility toward the Baghdad Pact, that 

adherence to that Pact was under active study. 
NYT, 4 Aug 58, 1:7. 5:5-7. 

•a «;ft <?oeaklna In blunt terms to Israeli Ambassador Eban, 
3 Aug 58 |P|^^^S^iies said that he and the President were 
shocked by the appearance that, upon receiving the 
Soviet protest aikinst US-UK overflights, Israel had 
Smediately requisted that the flights be^stopped. 
SeUS and UK had acted in the Middle East "to show 
Sasser and the Soviets there was a point beyond which 
they could not go," and the two Western nations under- 
stood they had Israel's support. The US could not 
successfully defend the independence of Israel anj 
other countries in the area if "Israel felt so menaced 
by the USSR that it would Instantly do whatever the 
Soviets want." Secretary Dulles recalled the assv^ance 
given under the American Doctrine that the US would 
instantly come to Israel's aid if attacked by a 

Comunist state. ...^ . co ^ 

^^^ff) Msg, SecSta*e to Tel Aviv, 111, 3 Aug 58. . -^f; 
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At the request of the State Department, CNO directed 
SSat the task group bearing thfe battalion 3rd 
Marines, return to Singapore and f evert to CINCPACFLT 
control but he cautioned that i*^?^**,^^ prepared to 
reverse course again If the sltuatibn in the Persian 

^"^^ l^mlVcnO to CINCSPECOMHE and CINCPACFLT, 
20840, 0318152 Aug 58, JMEPQ Lebanon Msg Pile. 

Qeneral Puad Chehab, in his first statement to the 
Stlon after becoming President-elect of Lebanon, 
invoked unity as the basis for achieving the national 

"of^wSch the foremost is the withdrawal of 
foreign troops." 
- NVT, 5 Aug 58, 1:1. 

The Joint Chiefs of Staff directed the Joint Strategic 
aSvey council to assess the situation that was likely 
toexist in the Middle East after the immediate crisis 
there had passed and to submit recommendations on 
actions that could be taken to improve the position 
of the US in the area. _ . „ 

. (U) SM-522-58 to JSSC, "Long-Range Actions in the 
Middle Eaat (U)," 4 Aug 58, CCS 38l (8-|3-57) sec T, 
SSvld^om^frffi JCS 1887/482, 25 Jul 58, same file, 
seo 6. 

in reply to president Elsenhower's letter of ^ August, 
Premier Khrushchev expressed regret that the President 
?aSl Prime Minister Macmlllan) had made impossible a 
ieetlng of the five heads of BO^ernment proposed by 
■ the Soviet Union. However, since the withdrawal of 
foreign troops from Lebanon and Jordan was still 
urgently necessary in the interests of Pea?®^"»^:™«<. 
liSependence of those countries, the Soviet Government 
was instructing its UN representative to request a 
Seclal session of the General Assembly. The Security 
Council, he said, with its membership consisting 
Drlnclpally of countries belonging to NATO, the 
Baihdad pact, and 5EAT0, plus Chiang Kai-shek's China, 
had already shown Itself to be Incapable of dealing 
with the problem. He hoped the US would support the 
Soviet request for a special session of the General 
Assembly as a step toward relaxing tensions and pre- 
paring the way for a meeting at the sunaitLt. 

Dept of State Bulletin , vol XXXIX, No. 1001 
(1 Sep 58), pp. 342[=7J5: 

Secretary Dulles received a letter from Prime Minister 
Ben Gurlon that authorized resumption 5^,*^e US air- 
lift over Israel to Jordan (see item of 3 August 58). 
Ben Gurlon avowed that the stoppage begun on 3 August 
had been requested for reasons other than acquiescence 
in the soviet protest of 1 August. The Soviet note 
would not be answered for several days, and Israel s 
reoly would be a flm but polite rejection of the 


charge that by permitting overflights, Israel was 
aiding US-UK "aggression." ^ . 

ie) Msg, SeSstate to Tel Aviv, 119. 5 Aug 58. 
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c; fluff r8 The Israeli Ambaasador In Wdahlngton conveyed his 
5 5b ™e™t' 3 permission for US aircraft to overfly 

iwielon consecutive nightd bfSlnnlng 5 August and 

enSng at dawn on 10 August, ^^nillltary aircraft 

would not be authorized to overfly Israel thereafter. 
Msg, JC3 to CINCSPECOMME. JCS 9^6117. 

5 Aug 58, CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 4. 

5 Aug 58 The Joint Chiefs of Staff formally directed CINCSPECOMME 

^ to begin planning for orderly but prompt withdrawal 

of US forSes and materiel from Lebanon, in view of the 
nrobftbllity that Chehab would ask for US troop with- 
dSSl5 ipon astLing the presidency. CINCSPECOMME had, 

already informed CNO that he had ordered the 
J?e^l^iiSi^o?^h;S^™thdrawal plans J^edlately after 
Chehab's election. CINCSPECOMME ^^d noted that Chehab 
could hardly do otherwise than set the ""hdrawal of 
TO foweTas an early objective of his administration, 
and he believed the early departure of s^"*^"^^^"® 
fScea would greatly assist Chehab in resisting internal 

political P--^«^;„^, ,,,, Jl^^^^nif thf' 

Joint Chiefs of Staff informed cpiCSPECOMME that the 
Department of State considered it would be Politically 
desirable to reduce the number of US forces in Lebanon. 
Accordingly they directed him to sublet recoa- 
nendatlons concerning the reductions that could be 
made, consistent with his mission. 

Iffrt Msg, JCS to CINCSPECOMME, JCS 9^6103, 
0519l4ZAug 5&. (JM) Mag, CINCNEIH REAR to CNO, 9678, 
OTIIOIZ AuS 58 CffS) Msg, JC3 to CINCSPECOMME, JCS 
S7! oKz aSTsSV All m CCS 381 Lebanon 
(5-13-58) see 4. 

S Aua 58 . ■ Because of the unstable situation In Jordan the US 

5 Aug i>o I^aaador in Amman was authorized to proceed with 
Phase I evacuation of dependents. In view ^ the 
indnent outbreak of disturbances, the departure was 
to be arranged quietly so as not to precipitate a 

°— Msg, SecState to Anman, 420, 5 Aug 58. 

(M Msg, AnmAn to SecState, 415. 8 Aug 58. t*) Mag, 

SecStat4 to Amman. 471. 8 Aug 58. 

5 AUK 58 The US Department of State agreed to a British pro- 
5 Aug po 1 y^^^^ Jordanian and Lebanese pilots in the 

UK. instead of in their home country, to fly the 
toiker Hunter aircraft allocated to Jordan and Lebanon. 
Silvery of the Hawker Hunters to Jordan and Lebanon 
would thus be postponed until the training period of 
about four months duration was completed. 

^ Msg, London to SecState, 737, 2 Aug 5o. 
(3) Msg, SecState to London, 1472, 5 Aug 5o. 

5 Aug 58 CNO directed CINCLANTPLT to sail TRANSPHIBRON 8 from 

Headquarters and Hq Company embarked, to relieve one 

TRANSPHIBRON and BLT in the Mediterranean. 

^ iS^Msg, CNO to CINCLANTPUP, 20981, 052327Z 

Aug 50, JMEPO Lebanon Msg Pile. • j^- 

'at ^ -^V 
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TOP ^^JiegRET 


6 Aug 58 The Government of Lebanon f^i^mally endorsed the status 
of forces agreement that had been negotiated by the 
US Embassy In Beirut. The ftgi^feement's terms were brief 
and extremely liberal, reserving all criminal and 
tScl^n^ Jurisdiction to the US military authori- 
ties, barring civil suits, and exen?)tlng the forces from 
all taxation, import duties, and mall and customa 
inspections.^ CINCSPECOMME to CNO, 1569, 101341Z 
Aug 58. 

6 Aug 58 The US Ambassador in Amman conveyed the response to 
^ Jordan's request of 25 July for various .J "S 

assistance. The US decision on providing funds for 
two additional brigades for Jordan, as ^fii St 
US^ordanlan mutual defense treaty and esjabl^jj^"* ^ 
of a MAAQ m Jordan, would be deferred until ;"er the 
IM Security Council meeting on the Middle East. With 
respect to the request for a new regional defense 
onanlzatlon, the US disagreed with Jordan regarding 
tKrrent Effectiveness of the Baghdad Pact arrange- 
ment and considered Jordan's proposal both undesirable 
and unfeasible. Premier Rlfal, stressing the need 
for an overt show of US support, indicated . ^ 

preliminary coordination with the US Military Attache 
ifould be started in anticipation of a favorable 
decision on the postponed issues. The US Ambassador 
coDinented that he concurred in Rlfal 's a3«S8f,5«?^^i^** 
the situation required tangible evidence of US In^^fest 
if the pro-Western government of Jordan were to survive. 

(W) Msg, SecState to Amman, 397, 2 Aug 58. 
use) Msg, Amman to SecState, 372, 4 Aug 58. Msg, 
S^tate toWn, 423, 4 Aug 58. CSfMsg, Amman 
to SecState, 4o4, 6 Aug 58. 

6 Aun 58* The US Ambassador in Amman reported that one battalion 
b Aug ^J'^^^^^Q^i^tely 900 British troops had disembarked 

from a UK carrier and cruiser at Aqaba on the night or 
6 August. The battalion was being transported over- 
l&nd to Amman. ' 

^ Msg, Ainnan to SecState, 409, 7 Aug 5o, 
DA IN 142579 (8 Aug 58). 

7 AuK 58 The US Ambassador in Beirut requested discretionary 
7 Aug !30 CINCSPECOMHE to initiate withdrawal of 

one and possibly two Marine battalions. The Ambassador 
and Adm Holloway had discussed with Gen Chehab the 
advisability of a symbolic withdrawal of US ^'o^ces, 
and Chehab had concurred that there would be political 
advantage in a token re-embarkation, providing the 
bulk of US forces remained intact In Lebanon until 
peace and security were assured. However, the 
Secretary of State, although conceding some psycho- 
logical value in a reduction of US forces in the near 
future, declined to grant the discretionary authority 
Bit that time. ^ 
^6") Msg, Beirut to SecState, 993, 7 Aug 58. 
i») vSs, SecState to Beirut, 779, 9 Aug 58. 
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7 Aug 58 The Soviet presa aiino\mced the cdftjpietlon of Soviet 
military and naval exercisbs in the Transcaucaeua and 
Turkestan that had begun 18 July. 

Msg, ALUSNA USABMA USAIRA Moscow to CNO, 
0446, 07IOIOZ Aug 58. 

7 Aug 58 The UN Security Coioncil unanimously adopted a US 
reeolutlon calling for an emergency session of the 
Oeneral Assembly, beginning 8 August, to consider the 
mddle East situation. 
NYT, 8 Aug 58, 1:7. 

7 Aug 58 Forwarding four alternative evacuation plana, CINC- 

SFECOMMB reconmended adoption of Plan A, which called 
for embarlcation of one Marine battalion in amphibious 
shipping within three days after date of receipt of 
the JCS execution order. The Marine battalion would 
then serve as a floating reserve. CINCSPECOHHE requested 
authorization to initiate the plan at a time he would 
recosmend after his meeting with Chehab on 11 August. 
He proposed, moreover, that the JCS authorize stoppage 
of all further unloading of equipment and supplies at 
Beirut, except items essential to operations ashore. 

Lis) Mag. CINCSPEC0M4E to CNO, 0724, 0722l6Z 
Aug 58, CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 4. 

8 Aug 58 At the first meeting of the emergency session oS^.Viie 

UN Oeneral Assembly, Secretary General Hanmarskjold 
set forth a program for stabilizing the Middle East, 
with the following principal provisions: (1) a decla- 
ration by the Arab states reaffirming their adherence 
to the principles of mutual respect for each other's 
territory, nonaggression, and noninterference in each 
other's internal aff£iira; (2) the continuation and 
• extension of existing UN activities in Lebanon and 
Jordan; (3) Joint action by the Arab states, assisted 
by the UN, to further their economic development. 
NYT, 9 Aug 58, 1:1- 

8 Aug 58 The US State Department concurred in the British pro- 
posal to stagger training periods of Jordanian and 
Lebanese pilots sent to the UK for instruction m flying 
Hawker Hunter aircraft, a certain number of which were 
eamarked for delivery to Jordan and Lebanon as soon 
as:the pilots qualified. The first group of Jordanian 
pilots woiUd begin training 10 August; training of 
the last group of Jordanian and all the Lebanese pilots 
would be deferred until 1959. 

kV) Msg, London to SecState, 823, 7 Aug 58. 
{9j Msg, SecState to London, l602, 8 Aug 58. 

8 Aug 58 CNO advised CINCSPECOMMB of the State Department's 
concern that a sudden deterioration of the internal 
seourlty situation in Jordan might not permit evacu- 
ation of all US nationals by commercial means. Military 
airlift might be called for on short notice and ground 
forces might be required to convoy Americans from their 
area of residence to the Annan airport. CIHCSFECOraS 
aeeordlngly requested CINCUSAFE to establish contact 


- 41 - 


9 Aiig 58 


9 Aug 58 


10 Aug 58. 


with COMSIXTHPLT and prepare foiL_a possible air 
evacuation of U3 hationals from Animan, 

Msg< CINGSPECOMME to CINCUSAFE and COMSIXTH- 
PLT, 1346, 0917552 Aug 58, JMEPa Lebanon Mag File. 

Jordanian Premier Rlfal, speaking for himself and 
King Hussein, Informed the US Ambassador that they 
would reject outright any suggestion that Jordan be 
made a "ward of the UK" and they would not accept the 
stationing of any type of UN force or observer group 
In their country, Jordan's leaders had no confidence 
In the UN's ability to give protection against either 
aggression or subversion. All Jordan wanted was to 
be given sufficient arms to defend Itself, whereupon 
the British forces could depart, 

Ifg) Mag, Amman to SecState, 434, 9 Aug 58, 
DA IN 1A315S (10 Aug 58). 

Jordanian prime Minister Rlfal revealed to the US 
Anbassador his plan for action In the event of a 
serious rebellion among the West Bank refugees. He 
intended to abandon the West Bank to Israel, set up 
defenses behind the Jordan River, and guard the capital 
city of Amman as the symbol of Hussein's riae. Thus 
the country would revert to the territorl^il boundaries 
of the earlier Trans-Jordan. In commenting to the 
State Department the Ambassador was skeptical that 
Rlfal would actually abandon the West Bank, which 
Included Jerusalem, but he believed Rlfal 's "last 
stand" concept faithfully reflected Jordan's desperate 
situation. 

Msg, Amman to SecState, 434, 9 Aug 58, 
DA IN 14315S (10 Aug 58). 

To undersecretary Murjjhy, stopping over In the UK; 
Foreign Minister Lloyd emphasized that the US and UK 
must keep together on their action regarding Lebanon 
and Jordan. In particular Lloyd said It would be an 
"absolute disaster" If US forces left Lebanon before 
arrangements for Jordan's future had been settled, 
allowing a parallel British withdrawal. He believed 
the US and UK shoxild give the appearance of willingness 
to stay m Jordan and Lebanon for a decade if need be, 
in order to induce Nasser and the Soviets to begin 
working toward a realistio cui*rent settlement. Hence 
he doubted the wisdom of public annoimcements that 
US forces would withdraw when requested by a legitimate 
Lebanese Oovemment. Discussion revolved around the 
poBslblllty of arranging some sort of neutral status 
or UN guardianship for Lebanon and Jordan, since the 
whole Western Intervention would appear a fiasco if, 
a few weeks af ter^wlthdrawal . Jordan and/or Lebanon 
.lolned the . UAH . , s 

Jlf this could come about without precipi- 
tating a war or substantially benefiting Nasser's UAR. 
(98) Msg, London to SecState, 859, H Aug 58. 
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SS^would te consistent with the improved security 

arorS^al Of the Lebanese Qovemment and fore Soviet 
5SegaSe8°had had an opportunity to ^Pej^i^^^lS ^^J. 
wnild avoid any appearance that the US naa ^o^®^^^„__ 
raovlct threat. President Chamoun concurred generally 
5l?h tSese opinioni. Chehab »ade ^^^^ «;«f^*i?f 
MKardlng the proposed US comnunlque announcing the 
JSKSIl, ar^ the Ajnbasaador forwarded a draft text 

to Washington later in the day. - 
Meg, Beirut to SecState, 1041, 11 

na TM l4V'^'50 to) Msg, Beirut to SecState, 1W4, 

11 Sg pfpA INl433i6. Both m CCS 381 Lebanon 

(5-13-58) sec 4. 

Sthdrawal be released in Beirut and Washington 24 hours 
Siller Pull press and other publicity coverage of 

^SS^app^^^^^^ Sa^S'ltpatched later the same day, 
and thS StStS SpaJSent sent a parallel authorization 
■ tTthe US XmbassSdor In Beirut, together with the 
amended text of the commimlque 

UrS) Msg, CINCSPECOMME to CN0^645, 111321Z 
Aug SdT V) Msg, JC3 to CINCSPECOMME, JCS 9^6444. 
1123372 Aug 58. Both in CCS 381 Leban^ (5-13-58) 
sec 4. M Msg, SecState to Beirut, 807, 11 Aug 58, 
JKBFQ Lebanon Msg File. 

n antr ^8 The US AmbaBsador in Lebanon reported that Galo Plaza 
11 Aug 50 Tne us J^JPJJjvQp q^qup had completely reversed his 
S^SLl^attltSdl toSard the landing of US forces in 
?liS;SS He now f eltthe US should not withdraw imtll 
^Se^eciri?y 3??ua?lon had in?) roved materially. The 
SSaSIaSor'Lso ^nm^ented on the cor^^^ 
that existed between Qen Bull, Adm Holloway, ana ouner 
BSHibers of UN and US staffs. to lmo^ (;a 

W M38» Beirut to SecState, 1066, 12 Aug 58. 

11 Au« 58 The US Anny Attache in London reported ^^^t the British 
11 Aug 5o ine ^ ^^"^^^ ^ 339 RAp personnel stationed in 
San The British War Office, for P^of,«8 of 

logistic and administrative Planning, assumed the Ibth .. 
pSihite Brigade (or a ^oD^^rable unlt)would^r^ 
in Jordan at least six months rather than the two l 
nontha initially forecasted. m^^ioz A 

fSl Msg, USARMA London to DEPTAR, CX 84, 111^5^^ .1 
Aug 58, DA IN 143414^- ' 
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12 Aug 3d The US Ambassador in Aimnah rtf posted that a pattern 

to the British course of action in Jordan was becoming 
apparent. Indications were tAat Britain hoped to 
regain the position of Influence it held prior to the 
ouster of Glubb Pasha by convincing Hussein that 
British troops were indispensable to keep him in power 
and avoid civil war. To this end pressure was being 
applied to have Rifal replaced by a more tractable 
Prime Minister. The Ambassador warned that If Rlfal 
were removed both Hussein and Jordan woxild be lost. 
iSf) Msg, Ananan to SecState, 461, 12 Aug 38. 

12 Aug 38 In private consultations with Soviet delegate Oromyko 

at the UN, Secretary Dulles pointed out that US forces 
could be quickly withdrawn from Lebanon if the work 
of the UN Observer Group was continued and neighboring 
Middle East states pledged themselves to let Lebanon 
alone. In Jordan, on the other hand, no clear-cut 
solution was foreseeable; a collapse of Hussein's 
regime might lead to an Israeli seizure of the West 
Bank, which could provoke Arab retaliation and create 
grave consequences for the US and USSR. Qromyko. showed 
a constructive interest and suggested that the US and USSR 
might agree on a statement providing assurances of the 
-political Independence and territorial Integrity of 
Lebanon and Jordan. He declared* however, that Jordan's 
internal affairs should be left to the Jordanians. 

ia) Msg, New York to SecState, SECTO 3, 13 Aug 58. 

13 Aug 38 Rd*embarkation of the 2nd Battalion, 2nd Marines, at 

Beirut began at 030OZ. The operation was completed, 
in a total loading time of 49 hours, at 15060OZ August, 
Msg, CINCSPECOMME to CNO, 2475, 131756Z Aug 

78, 


58, Is) Msg, CINCSPECOMME to CNO, 2978, 1507512 Aug 
58. le) Msg, CINCSPECOMME to CNO, 3198, 1520062 Aug 
58. All in JMEFQ Lebanon Msg File. 

13 Aug 38 The UK requested the US to seek Israeli permission for 
overflight by US aircraft bearing 24 anti-tank guns 
to the British forces in Jordan, where the weapons 
were urgently needed for protection in case the 
Jordanian armored corps rebelled and attacked the 
British. Although reluctant to approach Israel In 
view of earlier US assurances that overflights woiild 
be completed on 10 August, the State Department 
recognized the danger of having the British wait for 
transportation of the weapons by sea. 

l9) Msg, SecState to New York, TOSBC 3, 13 Aug 58. 

13 Aug 58 In an address before the third emergency special 

session of the UN General Assembly, President Elsenhower 
presented a program for peace in the Middle East con- 
sisting of the following six elements: (1) UN efforts 
to assure the continued Independence and integrity of 
Lebanon; (2) UN measures to preserve peace in Jordan; 
(3) UN steps to control the fomenting from without of 
civil strife; (4) creation of a standby UN Peace Force; 
(5) steps, under UN auspices, to establish an Arab 
development Institution on a regional basis, to be 
governed by the Arab states themselves but capable of 
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attracting international capital, both public and 
private; (6) steps, on the Initiative of the countries 
Involved, to avoid a new arms-race spiral In the 
Middle East. 

Dept of State Bulletin , vol XXm, No. 1001 
(1 Sep 58), pp. 33r=W: 

1"^ AUK 58 Following President Elsenhower to the rostrum at the 
emergency session of the General Assembly, Soviet 
Foreign Minister Andrei arowyko again denounced 
American and British intervention In Lebanon and Jordan, 
asserted that oil was the real reason for It, and urged 
the Assembly to support a Soviet resolution calling 
for the withdrawal of the US and British forces without 
delay. 

NOT , lU Aug 58, 1:8, 

14 Aug 58 The US Ambassador In Beirut Jointly with the Director 
^ TOOM-ICA reported that a study of Lebanon's financial 

capabilities Indicated Insufficient cash resources to 
meet Lebanon's ordinary budget obligations through 
the second six months of 1958. Lebanon would not even 
be able to meet the September payrolls. The USOM Team 
therefore recommended that the US, in order to prevent 
a financial crisis, make a cash grant of $5 million 
to support the ordinary budget, and In addition release 
the 8 million Lebanese pounds of counterpart funds 
provided under Richards aid, which would be used for 
extraordinary budget expenditures in support of 

development projects. - 

jtef Msg, Beirut to SecState, 1108, l4 Aug 58. 

14 Aug 58 During the UN General Assembly debate on *|}«, Middle 
East situation Jordan's representative said that UN 
. • measures designed to prevent aggression against Jordan 
OP Interference in her internal affairs "must not 
envisage by any means the dispatch of United Nations 
forces or United Nations observers to be stationed on 
Jordan territory or guard the Jordanian frontier. 
However, it was "imperative" that inciting propaganda, 
both in. radio broadcasts and in the press, be stopped, 
and his Government would not object to a special UN 
agency to monitor such propaganda. 
NOT , 15 Aug 58, 1:1, 4:8. 

15 Aua 58 The US Ambassador in Beirut reported that Gen Chehab 
had consented on the beneficial political effect of 
the 13 August retraction of one Marine Battalion and 
was considering whether to siaggest a further with- 
drawal before his inauguration as president on 
24 September. He repeatedly expressed gratification 
over the original landing of US forces, remarking that 
their presence had saved the country from complete 
anarchy. 

The General said he had been approached by the 
UH Observer Group concerning the establishment of 
a UN armed police force in Lebanon but had said he 
was opposed to the idea. Chehab stressed that the 
Lebanese people would have to find a solution them- 
selves and could not depend on the perpetual stationing 
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of foreign forces in Lebanoni whether UN or US, 
jM Msg, Beirut to deti3«ft1}e; 1130, 1^ Aug 58. 

15 Aug 58 The Joint Chiefs of Staff released Force B (503tci 

Airborne Battle Group) from ita alert status in Europe 
after having consulted CINCSPECOMME . 

L») Mag, JCS to CINCSPECOMME, JCS 9^6511. 13 Aug 
58. 5t Msg, CINCSPECOMME to JCS, 2551, 132016Z Aug 

58. le) Msg. JCS to uscmcEUR. JCS 9^6617, 15 Aug 58. 
All in CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 4. 

15 Aug 58 COMAMLANPOR requested Department of the Array authori- 
zation to contribute $3,500 worth of medical supplies 
and 800 blankets to a project for the relief of 
distress among the civilian population of Northern 
Lebanon. The Department of the Army granted this 
authorization the following day, with State Department 
oonourrence . ^ . 

(U) Msg, COMAMLANPOR to DEPTAR, I5I6OOZ Aug 58, 
DA IN 736386 (16 Aug 58). (tC\ Msg, DA to COMAMLANPOR 
and CINCUSAREUR, DA 946690, lb Aug 58. Both in JMEPQ 
Lebanon Msg File. 

15 Aug 58 The third report of the UN Observer Qroup in Lebanon 
followed the previous reports of the Group in failing 
to aubatantlate the Lebanese Qovemment's charges of 
naaaive infiltration of personnel and materiel into 
Lebanon. The third report said that a few arms might 
have been brotight into the country illegally, but that 
this practice had declined since the presidential 
election of 31 J^y. As of 10 August, the Group had 
166 ground observers and 24 air- operations personnel; 
since 15 July it had been able, thro\igh "tact, 
patience and perseverence, " to recover ground lost as 
• a result of the US troop landings and bring the main 
possible infiltration routes under "direct observation. 
Though 24-hour air observation of the border had not 
yet been established, it would be upon receipt of a 
UN shipment of 8 planes and 6 helicopters. 
NYT, 16 Aug 58, 5:1. 

18 Aug 58 In a very plain-apoken consultation with UAR delegate 
Fawzi at the UN, Secretary Dullea repeatedly stressed 
that US and British forces could quickly withdraw 
from Lebanon and Jordan if the UAR gave firm assurances 
it intended to "lay off" those two countries, exerting 
its influence to calm rather than excite the unsettled 
conditions in the area, 

Msg, New York to SecState, DELOA 655 > 
18 Aug 58. 

18 Aug 58 The representatives of Iraq, India, and Indonesia, 

speaking for the first time in the UN General Assembly's 
Middle East debate, called for the immediate withdrawal 
of US troops from Lebanon and British troops from 
Jordan. Meanwhile Nasser and Crown Prince Faisal of 
Saudi Arabia issued a joint connunique condemning the 
presence of foreign troops on Arab soil. 
NYT, 19 Aug 58, 13:1, 3. 
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19 Aug 58 Premier Rlfal appealed urgently to the US Ambaaaador 
ly Aug DO z ^ ^^^^y indication of US Intentions 

regarding King HusBein'a propoaala for a US -Jordanian 
mS»1 defense treaty, establlahment of a MAAO in 
Jerdan. and US financing of a 2-brigade J^cpanslon of 
iha Jordanian Army. Rlfal had detensincd that the 
Brttlah troops must depart not later than 1 October. 
IT by that time substantial US support had not been 
oledged, he intended to resign, having concluded that 
thelro-Weetem policy of his 

A failure. The next Premier would, with little doubt, 
BealTto reach an accommodation with the UAR and Jordan's 
other pro-Masaer nelj^ibora. « 
X»5) Msg, Amman to SecState, 564, 19 Aug 58. 

20 Aug 58 The first shipment of US military Mterlel received 

20 Aug 50 ^^^^ coup O'^^tat arriyed at 

Basra. A State Department^pokesman said It did not 
cenatitute a resumption of military aid but the 
fmlflllment of proTloua obligations. 
MYT, 21 Aug 58, 1:4, 10:4. 

21 Aug 58 The Joint Chiefs of Staff authorized CINC3PSC0MME to 

21 Aug oo 2^ io6-mm. rifles and 1200 rounds of ammunition 

for these anti-tank weapons from Cyprus to Anaan, in 
•wport of British forces In Jordan, J'JojiPt of 
eSfirmation that Israel had e^anted oreraight ri^ta. 
Lg) Msg, JC3 to CIKCSPECOMMB and USAIRA Tel Ayiv. 
■ JCS 9S69O8, 21 Aug 58, CCS 381 (8-23-57) sec 8. 

21 Aug 58 Tha OH General Assembly unanimously paased a resolution 
Bp«nsorod by the Arab states (l) recording renewed 
^ • Sra^ances by the members of the Arab League that they 
imld observe their pact to respect each other's system 
of government and refrain from any action desiffied to 
change the system of a member state; (2) calling upon 
■Mbers of the UK to follow a policy of strict non- 
interference in each other's affairs and respect for 
tbo territorial Integrity and sovereignty of each 
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Other: (3) requesting the Secretary General to make 
such practical arrangement 8, in the light of the fore- 
going, as would facilitate the withdrawal of foreign 
troops from Lebanon and Jordan; (4) inviting the 
Secretary General to consult with the Arab countries 
of the Near East regarding an Arab development 
inatltution designed to further economic growth in 
these countries; and (5) requesting the Secretary 
General to report on the above as appropriate, the 
first report to be made not later than 30 September 

■^^^'oept of State Bulletin , vol XXXIX, No. 1003 
(15 Sep 58), pp. ^ll-^lii. 

23 Aug 58 The Secretary of State informed the US Ambassador in 
Mlrut that the US was making available $5 million 
for the support of Lebanon's ordinary budget over the 
next two months. . eo 

Le) Msg, SecState to Beirut, 97^, 23 Aug 58. 
M Mig, Beiioit to SecState, 1287, 26 Aug 58. (C) Msg, 
SecState to Beirut, 1017, 27 Aug 58. 

23 Aug 58 The US Ambassador in Amman reported that the British 
were developing a plan to activate two additional 
Jordanian rifle brigades, so designed as to increase 
t^iSemal security capability but not the offensive 
capability of Hussein's army. The British hoped the 
US would agree to assist financially in the project, 
whose annual cost was estimated at $5 million. 

Msg, Amman to SecState, 511, 23 Aug 5o. 

23 Aug 58 Gen Adams, COMAMLANPOR, reported that while on aerial 
.fj Aug 0 ;j^^Q^i3iance an engine failure had forced his 

• • helicopter to crash land in shallow water, 50 feet 
from the beach near Beirut. He had escaped with only 
minor injuries and was back on duty. ^,„™._-tto 
(U) Msg. COMAMLANFOR to DEPTAR and CINCUSAREUR, 
231615Z Aug 58, DA IN 7^059^, JI^PQ Lebanon Msg File. 

24 Aug 58 CINCSPECOMME reported his interview with Gen Chehab 
^ following the wounding of an American soldier. He had 

told Chehab that the road block where the incident 
had occurred must be liquidated and the houses in the 
vicinity cleaned out. This could be done by U) the 
Lebanese Army, or (2) the Lebanese Army and US tanks, 
or (3) US forces alone. Chehab agreed that the 
Lebanese Army would carry out the operation that after- 
noon Further, he readily acceded to the stationing 
of US tanks along the American lines of conmunlcation 
wherever they had been subjected to sniper fire, and 
he agreed to disseminate widely an order of the day to 
the Lebanese Army explaining that the US forces were 
present for a friendly purpose but would react 
vigorously if their military security was Jeopardized 
or their movements restricted in agreed areas of 
operation.^^^^ CINCSPECOMME to CNO, 2U1401Z Aug 58, 
CCS 3S1 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 5. 
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25 Aug 58 UN Secretary General Hammai^ekjdld left New York by air 
for the Middle East, to carry 6Ut consultations designed 
to lead to a withdrawal of U3 tr«opa from Lebanon and 
British troops from Jordan, in accordance with the 
Arab resolution adopted by the General Assembly on 
21. August, ■ 

MYT . 26 Aug 58, 5! 3. 

25 Aug 58 The US Ambassador in Lebanon reported that Gen Chehab 
had called a meeting of all rebel leaders with the 
limited objective of eliciting a declaration fore- 
swearing acts of violence in order that Beirut and 
other towns might be opened up. Instead, the rebel 
leaders presented a manifesto containing political 
demands which the General felt would only provoke 
Ctarlstlan Loyalists to further reprisals against the 
Moalem opposition. With respect to their insistence 
on immediate withdrawal of US forces, Chehab stated 
flatly that US forces would remain until violence had 
ceased and the security 8it\aation had returned to normal. 
He pointed out that the opposition itself, rather than 
create a vicious circle, must cooperate to restore 
order if they wished to see the Americans leave. 

(JISI Msg, Beirut to SecState, 1269, 24 Aug 58. 
Msg, Beirut to SecState, 1311, 27 Aug 58. 

28 Aug 58 Aa instructed by the Secretary of State, the US 

Ambassador In Amman Informed King Hussein and Premier 
Rifai that, in addition to other forms of assistance, 
the US would provide up to $10 million in budgetary 
■ support for each of the remaining two quarters of the 
fiscal year, making the total supplied during Jordanian 
FY 1959 approximately $42 million. While specific 
cooBltments for subsequent fiscal years could not be 
made because of US appropriation procediu^es, the past 
record of US assistance should give assurance of con- 
tinuing help. In response the King and Rifai vowed 
to continue their fight to maintain the Independence 
and integrity of Jordan and agreed to drop any further 
consideration of abdication and resignation. They 
also pledged to consult with US officials prior to 
taking any action on withdrawal of British troops. 

4flr) Msg, SecState to Amman, 666, 27 Aug 58^ 
j(«f Msg, Amoan to SecState, 665, 28 Aug 58, Msg, 
to SecState, 672, 28 Aug 58. 


29 Aug 58 UN Secretary General Hanmarakjold and Premier Rlfal 

of Jordan issued a Joint coranunique stating that their 
three days of talks had "Indicated a large area of 
agreement" regarding practical arrangements leading to 
withdrawal of British troops from Jordan, Informed 
sources were reported aa saying that Hammarskjold had 
been given a Jordanian plan for tho eatabllshment of 
a UN ^presence" in Jordan, the United Arab Republic, 
and Iraq before Jordan would request the British 
troops to leave. 

V. NVT* 30 Aug 58, 1:7, 

M . 
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29 Aug 58 The Joint Chiefs of Staff approved the following actions 

to be taken by CINCSPECOMME : (l) Reduce the number of 
aircraft in Composite Air Strike Force B, at Adana, 
Turkey, during the period 1-15 September 1958; (2) carry 
out personnel rotation in the CASF B and USAFE forces 
at Adana during the same period. «^ . 

OgS) Mag, JCS to CINCSPECOMME, JCS 9^7306^ 29 Aug 
5i3, (95) Mag, CINCSPECOMME to CNO, et al., 250921Z 
Aug 58. Both m CCS 381 Lebanon sec 5. 

30 Aug 58 The US Ambassador in Airanan reported that King Hussein 

was pressing for an early decision on US assistance to 
the Jordanian Army and had stressed that provision for 
tuo additional modem- equipped brigades was a minimum 
requirement. King Hussein was also concerned over 
the "antiquated administration" of the Army and had 
asked for a US military survey and evaluation team to 
mairtt recofflmendations for reorganization of his country's 
axned forces, 

Msg, Amman to SeeState, 700, 30 Aug 58. 

5 Sep 58 The US Ambassador in Lebanon reported that President- 
elect Chehab believed it would strengthen his position 
In the Internal political situation if the withdrawal 
of a second US Marine battalion occurred by 15 September. 
The Ambassador and Adm Holloway agreed with Chehab that 
announcement of a further US withdrawal would ^e 
particularly useful if It preceded UN Secretary General 
Hamnarskjold's scheduled visit to Beirut. Accordingly, 
the Ambassador requested authorization to inform Chehab 
and Chamoun officially of the US intent to retract one 
Karlne battalion by 15 September, before they began 
dlBCUsalons with Hanmarskjold on 10 September. 

Cal Msg, Beirut to SecState, 1434, 5 Sep 58. 

5 Sep 58 Lebanese rebels closed down their four clandestine radio 
stations which had been broadcasting ant 1 -Government 
propaganda. In a final broadcast, the "Voice of 
Arabism" announced the shut-down was being made in the 
national interest. 

NYT , 6 Sep 58, 1:6. 

9 Sep 58 Secretary Dulles, at a press conference, said that 

while the situation in Lebanon appeared to be Improving, 
it would be premature to announce any definitive plans 
for total withdrawal of US troops. 
NOT, 10 Sep 58, 8:8. 

9 Sep 58 The Joint Chiefs of Staff, with State Department con- 
currence, approved CINCSPECOMME 's recommendation that 
the 1st Battalion, 8th Marines, be embarked in 
TRANSPHIBRON 4 beginning 15 September and sail for the 
United States about 19 September. They also approved 
for planning piarposes the retraction of the last Marine 
unit, the 3rd Battalion, 6th Marines, on 30 September, 
to serve as afloat reserve, and the departure of the 
2nd Battalion, 2nd Marines, for the United States about 
1 October. It was assumed that the 2nd Battalion, 
8th Marines, would return to the United States in 
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conpany with either the 19 September or the 1 October 
sailing, depending on the availability of shipping. 

UgS) Msg, JCS to CINCSPBCOMME, JC3 9W39, ^ . 
091754Z Sep 58. (JTS") Msg, CINCSPECOMMB to CNO, 0534, 
0607^Z Sep 58; Msg, CINCSPECOMME to CNO, 0633* 

O6075IZ Sep 58. All in JMBPO Lebanon Mag Pile. 

10 Sep 58 CINCSPECOMME ordered the embarkation in TRANSPHIBRON 4 

of the 1st Battalion, 8th Marlnea, beginning 15 September, 
and the 2nd Battalion, 8th Marines, beginning about 
17 September, with the whole force to sail for the united 
States when ready. Also, having received the approved 
text from JCS, CINCSFECOMME released a statement 
announcing the intended withdrawal of the let Battalion, 
8th Marines. 

i»J MSK, CINCSPECOMME ta COMAMNAVPOR and COMAML&NPOR, 
1833, 100646Z Sep 58, JMEPO Lebanon Msg File. NYT> 
11 Sep 58, 1:8. ifB) Msg, JCap to CINCSPECOMME, 7CS 
947739, 10 Sep 58, reproduced in JCS I887/500, 
"Withdrawal of Marine Battalion From Lebanon (U)," 
10 Sep 58, CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 5. 

iO Sep 58 TXit US Ambassador in Baghdad was Instructed to inform 
tha Iraqi prime Minister that, in the absence of any 
P*»e6 training aotivlty or apparent Iraqi interest to 
^ita in resuming such activity, the US was withdrawing 
•sltfc training personnel. The Ambassador was to say, if 
aik|^^ tha^ the training mission oould be reconstituted 
If triik'^dqi aovemment waa prepared to affirm and 
implement Iti k'eBponalbliltied \and4r outstanding US* 
Jraql agreementiii H» Wd« aXbo to 8^ that clarification 
t^fwt^^ Iraqi OdViirhm^ni^B atuiiujia concerning exiBtlng 
tiiUtim agreements bind, future US-lrd(il military 
rilatiohd was desii^iK^ baforb the t)3 took A decision on 
reBtDBliigithe shipment bf mador stems (including P-86 
liirordrpj bf programed tjiilltary aid to Iraq, 

.jtrr Mag, SecState to.Ba^hdid, 96O. 10 Sep 58. 
DA INil6fi479, reprodUdW inUt JCS 1887/50X, . "P-86 
TWOillttg Activity in Iraq (U)/ 10 Sep ^B, COB 38I 
(8-23*57) sec 9. 

12 Sep 58 Thft Joint Chiefs o^ Staff received informally a State 

Cep&x*tment opinion that, if conditions remained generally 
stabilized in Lebanon; it might be possible to withdraw 
the remaining US forces by th^ end of October, Uhtil 
the British left Jordan, however^ It might be nece&sary 
to maintain a "political presence" In.tebanoni through 
a token force. The State Department undarBtood that 
UN Secretary General Hammarskjold (who was en route to 
New York following completion of his Middle East tour) 
did not Intend to make any recommendation ooAtfiming 
Withdrawal of US and British forces when repot'tlng to 
the General Assembly. By stem talk Hammarskjold had 
extracted a nianber of pledges from Nasser, but since the 
Saeretary General had reservations about Nasser fulfill- 
ing his promises, he reportedly did not regard the 
amngements he had made as providing a flxm basis for 
withdrawal of Westexn forces. 
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Msg. JCS to CINCSPECOMME, JCS 9^8066, 1522022 
Sep 58, CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 5. X^Sl Msg, 
to SecState, 8l2, 9 Sep 58. 


16 Sep 58 Lebanese Foreign Minister Malik was elected President 
of the UN General Assembly by a 45-31-4 vote, despite 
the fact that hia opponent, Sudan's Foreign Minister 
Mahgoub, had the support of the other Arab states and 
the Soviet bloc. 

HOT, 17 Sep 58, 1:8, 

16 Sep 58 The Joint Chiefs of Staff authorized CINCSPECOMME to 

begin outloading and departure of Army service units 
from Lebanon as shipping becene available. CINCSPECOMME 
accordingly directed that the operation begin on 
22 September. , _ 

le) Msg, JCS to CINCSPECOMHE, JCS 948091, l6l917Z 
Sep 58. Jfi) Msg, CINCSPECOMME to COMAMLANPOR, 190836Z 
Sep 58, DA IN 154863. Both in JMEPO Lebanon Msg File. 

17 Sep 58 The Joint Chiefs of Staff directed CINCSPECOMME to 

submit an outline plan for withdrawal of all US forces, 
equipment, and basic supplies from I^banon by 
15 October 1958, assuming no requirement for support 
of British forces in Jordan during the period. 

^9S) Msg, JCS to CINCSPECOMME, JCS 948177, 17 Sep 
58, CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 5. 

18 Sep 58 Answering a query from the Secretary of State regarding 

the minimum time required to accoiqpllsh the complete 
withdrawal of US forces from Lebanon, the Director, 
Joint Staff, stated that this operation could be com- 
pleted between 15 and 20 October. He pointed out that 
this estimate was predicated on the Immediate issuance 
of directives to ready the sea transportation, and 
that any delay in issuing these directives would 
correspondingly delay the withdrawal, 

VSS) Memo, Dir JS to SecState, "Withdrawal of 
U.S. Forces from Lebanon I8 Sep 58, reproduced 

in {se) JCS 1887/502, same sub J, 19 Sep 58, CCS 381 
Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 5. 

19 Sep 58 The US Ambassador in Amman conveyed to King Hussein 

the US decision to respond to his request for a survey 
team, which would both investigate the current military 
requirements of Jordan and develop reconanendatlons ^ 
looking toward in^rovement of the organization and 
adminiatratlon of the Jordanian Army, 

^ Msg, SecState to Amman, 846, I8 Sep 58. 
(fii Msg, Amman to SecState, 925, 19 Sep 58. 

19 Sep 58 The Joint Chiefs of Staff approved the concept and out- 
line plan for withdrawal of US forces from Lebanon 
submitted by CINCSPECOMME. All troops, equipment, and 
basic supplies were to be returned by sea or air to 
their home station by 15 October. The plan called for 
the operation to commence on 22 September, and, follow- 
ing a phased retraction of Amy, Marine, Navy, and Air 
Porce elements, to be coopleted by the deactivation ot^ 
COMAMHAVPOR, COMAMLANEOa, and COMAMAIHPOR on 15 October. 
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Execution of the plan would be directed by JCS. The 
plan assumed there would be no requirement for support 
of British forces In Jordan during the period. 

tffS-) Msg, JCS to CINCSPECOMME, JCS 948303,^ 
19 Sep 58. tiff) Msg, CINCNELM REAR to CNO, 4666, 
I8l746z Sep 58. Both in JMEPG Lebaiion Msg File. 

20 Sep 58 The State Department concluded that the target date 
of 15 October for completion of the US withdrawal 
from Lebanon was too early and that the end of October 
was a more realistic planning goal. The principal 
complication was the need to coordinate the US move 
with the British departure from Jordan, a matter which 
waa under continuing discussion with the British 
Oovemment. The Department of Defense had been informed 
of the change. Routine outloading of heavy equipment 
from Lebanon woxild continue, aa would the aaaembly of 
shipping, in anticipation of a firm decision on the 
date of full withdrawal. . 

Xsej Msg, SecState to Beirut, 1307, 20 Sep 58. , 
jtMi Msg, CNO to CINCSPECOMME, 24346, 222123Z Sep 58, 
JMEFQ Lebanon Msg File. 

20 Sep 58 In an unannounced early-morning move arranged by 

Aadbaaaador McCllntock, a US Army helicopter lifted 
Lebanese Premier Solh from his residence to the Beirut 
airport, from which a USAP plane transported him to 
Adana. The Turkish Government then asaumed reaponsl- 
bility for hia movements. 

CMl Msg, CINCSPECOMME to CNO, 241251Z Sep 58, 
DA. IN 15618^. 

21 Sep 58 m the wake of a series of kidnappings and threats of 

• • violence by ooposing Lebanese political forces, an 
around-the-clock curfew was placed in effect in Beirut 
at 180OZ. 

NYT , 22 Sep 58, 10:1. 

23 Sep 58 Gen Chehab took office as President of Lebanon. 

Retiring President Chamoun left for a short vacation 
in the mountains but said he would return soon "to 
serve Lebanon as a simple citizen." Chehab, in Ein 
Inaugural speech, said he would work for the with- 
drawal of US forces. 

NOT, 24 Sep 58, 1:4. 

2U Sep 58 An outbreak of Christian-Moslem strife appeared 

Inminent in Lebanon. The Christian Phalangist Party 
had taken the initiative by calling a general strike 
and launching terrorist activity against the Moslems, 
US military forces, while continuing withdrawal of 
equipment and personnel according to schedule, had 
taken appropriate defense measures and made a show of 
force. CINCSPECOMME reported sending a warning to the 
Christian insurgents that US artillery would destroy 
the Phalange headquarters if any sabotage or inter- 
ference with American movements emanated from their 
quarter. To preclude any appearance that the US 
coanand was taking sides in the civil dispute, a 
almllar warning had been issued to Moslem elements in 
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the Basta district. CINCSFECOMHB also reported that 
the Lebanese Army was acting vlgoroLisIy and had Issued 
an order that any unauthorized person carrying weapons 
In public would be shot on sight. 

id Msg, USARMA Beirut to DA, CX 329, 24ll46Z 
Sep 5o, DA IN 136178. (9Si Msg. CINCSPECOHME to CNO, 
231231Z Seo 58. DA IN 156184. C98j Msg^ CINCSPECOHME 
to CNO, 6488, 242101Z Sep 58. 

24 Sep 58 In Beirut the Cabinet to serve under President Chehab 
was announced. Rashld Karaml, former Tripoli rebel 
leader, was Prime Minister as well as Minister of 
Interior and Defense. The Cabinet consisted of four 
Christians, three Moslems, and one Druse, and did not 
Inelude any military members. 

4e) Msg, USARMA Beirut to ACSI, CX 331> 251206Z 
Sep 50, DA IN 156527. 

24 Sep 38 UH. Secretary General Hainnarskjold, at British request, 

obtained Nasser's permission for British troops to 
use Syria as part of their route of their planned 
withdrawal from Jordan. 

. ^ Mag, New York to SecState, 38, 24 Sep 58. 

25 Sep 58 The US Ambassador in Beirut reported that despite the 

renewed civil disturbances in Lebanon, President 
Chehab had stated explicitly that the US should auihere 
to Its phased plan of withdrawal, which would see the 
departure of the last U3 forces before the end of 
October. 

: ^Msg, Beirut to SecState, 1703, 25 Sep 58, 

25 Sep 58 Referring to the JCS memorandum of 24 July 1958 to 

the Secretary of Defense concerning a political advisor 
for CINCSPECOMME, the Deputy Assistant Secretary of 
Defense (ISA) infonoed the JCS that the Department of 
State considered the assignment of a political advisor 
to . CINCSPECOMME ' s staff to be unnecessary "in view of 
the tortultoua developments in Lebanon and the 
emergency session of the United Nations General Assembly." 

iai nA of JCS 1887/480, 30 Sep 58, CCS 381 
(8-23-57) see 6. 

26 Sep 58 The Joint Chiefs of Staff notified CINCNELM that they 

approved the draft US-UK Planning Group paper titled 
"Coordination of U.S./U.K. Plans for the Perslsn Gulf," 
subject to certain modifications contained in their 
nessage. 

(931 Msg, JCS to CINCNEIM, JCS 948629, 26 Sep 58, 
derived from ls&) JCS 1887/499* 8 Sep 58. Both in 
CCS 381 (8-23-57) sec 9. 

26 Sep 58 cmCSPECOraiE recommended that he be authorized to 

complete the re-embarkation of the 3rd Battalion, 6th 
Marines, by 30 September. When this was accomplished, 
he believed it would be feasible for the 2nd Battalion, 
2nd Marines, already afloat, to depart for the United 
States. The Joint Chiefs of Staff, with State Depart- 
ment concurrence, approved these dispositions the 
following day. 
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IffSTMBg, CINCSPECOMME to CNO, 7053, 26O956Z 
Sep 58. t»ff) Msg, JCS to CINCSPECOMME, JOS 9^8733, 
271607Z Sep 58. Both In JMEFO Lebanon Msg Pile. 


26 Sep 58 In a sunmary statement of the results of the US 


Operation, CINCSPECOMME noted that the situation In 
Lebanon had been changed In the direction the US 
intended, "Lebanese have had an orderly and practically 
unanimous election of a President, the new President 
has been inaugurated and a government of high calibre, 
which seems determined to govern and to unify and 
pacify the country, has taken charge, and importantly, 
Lebanon is subject to no outside pressure or Jeopardy. 
We have demonstrated our ability to quickly deploy in 
great strength in the Middle East In case of danger 
to American lives and property and for other political 
objectives dictated by our country. I believe all of 
these are worthy accomplishments and will Justify us 
in the eyes of the world and history." , ^ 

JUSS) Msg, CINCSPECOMME to CNO, 7053, 260946Z 
Sep 50, JMSPO Lebanon Msg File. 


30 Sep 58 The US Ambassador in Beirut reported that the head of 


the Phalange Party had requested him to use his good 
offices in negotiating a political solution that would 
end the Phalange-called Christian general strike. The 
Ambassador thereupon asked various Lebanese political 
leaders to a meeting at his house, where he proposed 
a:romula to resolve the deadlock. The formula 
provided for a vote of confidence for Premier Karaml's 
Cabinet, an expansion of the Cabinet to allow three or 
four positions for pro-Chamoun loyalists or other 
Christian elements who felt they were without repre- 
sentation In the Government, and agreement to a 
subsequent increase in the membership of Parliament 
TVOBi 06 to 88 . 

(A) Msg, Beirut to SecState, 172^, 28 Sep 38. 
(8f Msg, Beirut to SecState, 1757, 30 Sep 58. (S) Msg, 
Beirut to SecState, 1773, 1 Oct 58. 


30 Sep 58 USARHA In Baghdad reported the announcement of major 


changes in the Iraqi Cabinet, marked by the departure 
of several pro-Nasser officials. In addition. Col 
Abdul Salam Arlf , recently deposed Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Interior, had been appointed 
Albassador to West Germany. The Cabinet replacements 
appeared td be generally conservative, nationalist, 
rad neutralist In outlook. 

> Jfl) Msg, USARMA Baghdad to ACSI DA, OllOOOZ 


30 Sep 58 TRANSPHIBRON 8, with Headquarters, 6th Marines, and 


the 2nd Battalion, 6th Marines, embarked, arrived in 
the Beirut area from the United States. 


JWR Situation Report No. 78, 1 Oct 58, CCS 
319.1 (7-16-58) sec 6. 
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1 Oct 58 The 2nd Battalion « 2nd Marines, -departed. Beirut for 

the United States In TRANSPHZBRON 6, khlle TRANSPHZBROK 
2, bearing the 3rd Battalion, 6th Marines, sailed for 
Naples. No Marine \mlt8 remained ashore In Lebanon, but 
approxliaately 7500 Amy personnel held positions In the 
Beirut area. 

Jie) Msg, CINCSFECOHNB to CNO, 8593, 011321Z Oct 58, 
JNBPO Lebanon Msg pile. NOT, 30 Sep 58, 6:3. 

1 Oct 58 The UN Observer Oroup In Lebanon reported that It had 
detected no cases of Infiltration across the Lebanese 
border In the last five weeks. 'Riough sooe areas of 
Lebanon were still held by aumed forces In opposition 
to the aovemment at Beirut, the report said, and 
though there was sone tribal feuding, oondltlons within 
the country and along Its borders were generally 
peaceful* 

, NOT, 2 Oot 58, 1:7, 11:3. 

1 Oct 58 Sir Plerson Dixon, head of the British UN delegation, 

circulated a memorandum at UN headquarters stating that 
the British aovemment, in consultation with Jordan, 
had agreed to begin the withdrawal of its troops from 
Jordan on 20 October. In a speech opening the Jordanian 
parllsnent. King Hussein made a parallel statement. 
NOT, 2 Oct 58, 11:4-5, 7-8. 

2 Oct 58 Fomer President Chsmoun of Lebanon In effect rejected 

thm three points suggested by US Ambaaeador HoCllntook 
as a baala for resolving the Lebanese deadlock, after 
a.;vl8lt by the Ambassador. Pomer Premier Saeb Salaam, 
. the leader of the rebels in Beirut while Chamoun was 
President, also rejected the three points, declaring 
that the US Ambassador should have no part In Lebanon's 
Internal affairs (see item of 30 September). 
NOT, 3 Oct 50, 8x3. 

2 Oct 58 Soviet Foreign Minister Oztmyko, addressing the UN 

General Assembly, attacked Secretary General Hsnmarskjold ■ : 
report of 30 September as containing "artificial 
optimism" and being incorrect, unobjeotive, and one-sided. 
He charged that the US and Britain were flouting the will 
of the Assembly, as expressed in the resolution of 21 
August, In not withdrawing their troops from Lebanon and 
Jordan ijmBedlately. He was ansMered the following day 
b7 the Jordanian delegate, who maintained that 
HOmarskjold had correctly interpreted the resolution, 
Mhlch Jordan had helped draw up. 

NOT , 3 Oct 58, 1:4, 8:4; 4 Oot 58, 4:5. 

5 Oct 58 According to the New York Times , Premier Kassem of Iraq 
broke up a plot against him by officers in the regiment 
of Col Abdel Salam Arlf , whom Premier Kassem had recently 
deposed as Deputy premier* Kassem had reportedly placed 
Col Arlf under house arrest, transferred the officers of 
the reglaent to distant points or placed them under sur- 
veillance, and moved the regiment, after dlsaxnlng it, 
about 80 miles north of Baghdad, The attempted coup 
d'etat was presumably an expression of pro-Nasaer 
eeaunent. 

NOT, 8 Oct 58, l>a; 9 Oct 58, 3:6. 
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6 Oct 58 A Jordanian Finance Ministry spoke sman said that Jordan 

had received $1,610,000 from Brl^ihiaa the first Install- 
nent of a recently approved loan of ^^^jSOOyOOO. The 
seoond installment was expected In January. 
HTT m 7 Oot 58, 3:6. 

7 Oct 3d CXNCSFECOMKB sutmiltted his withdrawal plan, which schedul- 

ed the departure of all US forces from Lebanon by 23 
Ootober, ^'whlle retaining tactical integrity and adequate 
support throughout retraction." He proposed to begin 
shortly the outloadlng of the Amy tank battalion and 
various Axmy support units, ecnpletlns this phase of the 
operation before 19 Cotober, when the outward airlift 
of the 187th Airboxne Battle Group would ocnmenoe. 
All remaining troops » to be moved by sea> would 
outload on 24 Ootober, oonpletlng their departure the 
next day. 

The Joint Chiefs of Staff dispatched their 
approval of the plan later in the day. 

ytS) Msg. CINCSISCOMMB to ONO, 0136/0137* 
071116Z Oct 58. W Msg« JCS to CINCSPBCONHE, JCS 
9^232« 072218Z Oot 58. 

8 Oot 38 Ttie State Department annoxinoed that, barring unfore- 

seen developments, US troops would be totally with- 
drawn from Lebanon by the end of October, as a result 
of inq>rovement in Lebanon *s security situation and 
progress toward greater international stability in the 


Bept of State Bulletin , vol XXZIX* No, 1009 
(27 Oot 58). pp. 6 50-b51. 

9 Oct 38 The US Ambassador in Beirut reported on the Lebanese 

reaction to the wording of the ccomunique on withdrawal 
of US forces. Dhe phrase, "barring unforseen develop- 
■ • ments," had been seized upon by the Moslem population 
and construed as a provocative indication that US troops 
intended to stay in Lebanon indefinitely. Prime Minister 
Karami was particularly upset and wanted to send a formal 
note demanding withdrawal of US forces at once In order 
to counteract the effect of the phrase on the Moslems. 
Ttte Ambassador, however, by €u:>ranging for Adm Holloway to 
meet with Karami and discuss the details of US with- 
drawal, was able to reassure the Prime Minister and 
prevail upon him to temper his action. Following the 
meeting the Ambassador received a letter, handed him by 
the Prime Minister but signed by-Poreign Minister Takla, 
whloh referred to the terns of the US comminique and 
requested that US troops "be withdrawn entirely from 
Lebanon in any oaae and no matter under what clrcunstances 
by the end of this month of October." The Ambassador 
ooBsented that the text of the letter would probably be 
public, but the faot that it was signed by a 
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Christian rather than a Moslem would help mitigate 
any propaganda repercussions. 

4^B7 Msg, Beirut to SecState. 1901, 9 Oct 58, 
{S) Msg, Beirut to SecState, 1900, 9 Oct 58. 

13 Oct 3d In a memorandum to the Secretary of IDefense, the 

Joint Chiefs of Staff stated that the draft version 
of NSC 3820, "U.S. policy Toiiard the Near East," was 
acceptable from a military point of view, provided 
their comments and reconmendatlons for modifications 
were accepted* Subject to this provision, they 
reooonended that the Secretary concur in the adoption 
of NSC 3820 to supersede NSC 3801/1 as US policy 
toward the Near Bast. One objection to NSC 5820 
raised by the JCS was with regard to US policy 
toward Iraq. While agreeing that the US should seek 
to maintain friendly relations with the new Iraqi 
regime, the JCS reconnended deletion of "continue 
to offer united States technical assistance . . . 
Rather than asking Iraq to accept US technical 
assistance as a continuation of programs repudiated 
by the new regime, or offering assistance before 
^aq asked for it, the US should consider any Iraqi 
raquesta for new programs or the reinstatement of 
old ones on the same basis as requests from other 
Near Eastern countries, nie Joint Chiefs of Staff 
also disagreed with the policy proposed in NSC 5820 
ragarding the leaders of pan-Arab nationalism, 
especially Nasser (that the US should seek to work 
with these leaders as much as possible while seeking 
to exert constructive Influence on them). Die JCS 
view was that the US should disassociate "legitimate 
Arab nationalism" from Nasser's leadership and 
deal with Nasser only in his role as political head 
of the UAR. 

JfSeJ Memo, JCS to SecDef, "U.S. Policy Toward 
the Near East (NSC 5820) J^/* 13 Oct 58, derived 
from (480 JCS 1887/506, Rpt by JSSC, same sub J. 
9 Oct 58. Both in CCS 381 (8-23-57) sec 10. 
NSC 5820, "U.S. Policy Toward the Near East," 
,3 Oct 58, same file, BP pt 1. 

14 Oct 58 The US Ambassador in London was infomed that the 

British expected to withdraw the main body, of their 
forces from Jordan by air in a period of about five 
days time, beginning 25 October, by flying them non- 
stop from Amman to Cyprus, over Syria and Lebanon. 
With the assistance of the UN Secretary (Hfneral the 
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appeared 
threat o 


UK had gained UAR pezmlsslon to overfly Syria and UAR 
agreement to the stationing of UN officials In Annan, 
Daaaseus, and Beirut to control ground-to-air connunl- 
catlona with the British aircraft. 
' JieJ Msg« London to SecState, 2054^ l4 Oct 58. 

14 Oct 58 The US Ambassador in Jordan reported the arrival of 

the US military survey team, headed by Brig Oen 
Richard A. Rlsden, USA. He also reported that 
evacuation of British forces was proceeding according 
to schedule and that King Hussein planned to leave 
on a European vacation the first week of November. 
{a) Msg, Amman to SecState, III6, l4 Oct 58. 

15 Oct 58 Tti» formation of a new, four-man Lebanese Cabinet was 

announced. The Cabinet, formed after it became clear 
that Premier K£iraml could not obtain the required vote 
of confidence for the one he had originally organized, 
acceptable to all factions, and its formation 
ed to have saved the country from the renewed 
eat of civil war, OSie new Cabinet consisted of: 
Rashld Karaml, a Sunnl Moslem, as Premier, and also 
holding the fotir ministerial posts of Finance, National 
Economy, Defense, and Information; Hussein Oueinl, a 
. - Sunnl Moslem, as Foreign Minister, Minister of Justice, 
and Minister of Planning (economic development); 
Raymond Edde, a Maronlte Roman Catholic, as Minister 
of. the Interior, Social Affairs, and Connunlcatlons; 
and Pierre Oenayel, a Maronlte Roman Catholic and 
Phalanglst leader, as Minister of Public Worlcs, 
Education, Agrlcultvtre, and Health. 

Two days later the Lebanese Parliament gave 
Premier Karaml 's new Cabinet a unanimous vote of 
confidence . 

NOT, 16 Oct 58, 5:1-6; I8 Oct 58, 5:4. 

17 Oct 58 The US Ambassador in Beirut reported that Lebanon still 

desired aircraft as well as other military assistance. 
He recomnended that If possible the US go ahead with 
all or part of the program to provide Hawker Hunter 
planes and find other funds for military assistance for 
the ground forces. 

Msg, Beirut to SecState, 1993* 17 Oct 58. 

18 Oct 58 CINCSPECOMME requested the Navy Department to consider 

bestowing suitable awards on two component coomanders 
In recognition of outstanding performance of duty In 
connection with BLUE BAT. He reconmended Ma J Gen 
Adams, CONAMLANFOR, for the Navy's Distinguished S& 
Medal and Major Gen Viccellio, COMAMAIRFOR, for the 
Legion of Merit. -i* 

^ Msg, CINCSPECOMME to CNO, 3595, I81826Z Oct 
58, JHBPO Lebanon Msg File. 
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18 Oct 58 rtxe OK Ministry of Defense announded that all British 

troops In Jordan would be withdrawn from that oountry 
by about 11 November. At the UN« it was announced 
that the UN Observer Group in Lebanon would assist 
m the British evacuation, 

NOT, 19 Oct 58, 1;4, Zftl. 

19 Oct 58 The last major US military unit in Lebanon, the l87th 

Airborne Battle Group, began leaving by air from Beirut 
Airport. At the same time, US Embassy wives and 
children, who had left Lebanon months earlier, began 
returning. 

NYT» 20 Oct 58, 5:3. 

20 Oct 58 After extensive observation of Lebanon's defense 

establishment, the US Ambassador in Beirut, with the 
concurrence of Adm Holloway and Qen Adams, had con- 
cl\ided that a complete reorganization of the Lebanese 
cirmed forces was indicated. Military capability could 
be greatly improved if men and materiel already on 
hand were utilized efficiently. He therefore proposed 
that the US, by suggesting that future inveetaent In 
the Lebanese axned forces as currently organised would 
not be worthwhile, try to elicit a request from Presi- 
dent Chehab for a US training mission to undertake a 
reorganization study. The Ambassador recoBBnended that 
the US approve such a request, should one be made. 

Msg, Beirut to SecState, 2019, SO Oct 58, 
OCJCS Files. 

23 Oct 58 CZNCSFECOMME moved hl8 headquarters to London, effective 
1200Z. The final withdrawal movement fron Lebanon 
continued, the status of Amqr personnel being as 
. follows; 

Departed by airlift 2263 
Departed by sealift 2506 
Total ashore Beirut 2012 

^ JWR Situation Report No. 100, 23 Oct 58, 
CCS 319.1 (7-16-58) see 7. 

23 Oct 58 After reviewing pertinent actions of the JCS and higher 
authority related to the implementation of Operation 
BLUE BAT, J-3 recomnended that the JCS direct an 
appropriate agency of the Joint Staff to investigate the 
feasibility of, and if appropriate develop, a uniform 
system of progressive alert procedures for all commands 
established by the Secretary of Defense and such other 
eonmandB as might be Involved In the loplenentatlon 
of war plans . This uniform alert system was to be 
designed to (1) assist the JCS in expeditiously 
determining and directing the degree of alert to be 
attained, and (2) prevent misinterpretation of alert 
and security directives. 

4«S) JCS 2293/1, Rpt by J-3, "Review of Actions 
Related to U.S. Military Intervention in Lebanon (U)," 
23 Oct 58, CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) see 5. 
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2ii Oct 58 The airlift of British paratroops- from Jordan to Cyprus, 
over Syria, began. 

NYT, 25 Oct 58, 3;6. 

23 Oct 3d CZMCSPECOMMB dispatched his final BLUE BAT SITREP, 
reporting the operation coiq}leted, with all forces 
having departed Beirut and reverted to normal 
operational control. 

^ Msg, cmCSPECOHHE to CNO, 5358, 251221Z Oct 58. 

28 Oct 58 The US Ambassador in Beirut was informed that both the 
State and Defense Departments did not favor US involve- 
ment In the program he had suggested for reorganization 
and re-equipment of the Lebanese armed forces (see item 
of- 20 October 58). Instead, only routine continuation 
of the Military Assistance Program and possibly visits 
axid training -programs for Lebanese officers were con- 
templated. 

is) Msg, SecState to Beirut, 1696, 28 Oct 58. 


23 Oct 58 


"jThe presence 
or rnese forces, it was noted, had slofTed the trend 
in both countries toward seizure of control by local 
forces syn^athetic to the UAR. It had not, however, 
changed basic trends in the area, which would continue 
in the direction of neutralism and accommodation with 
Pan-Arab nationalism. The most significant immediate 
consequence of the US-UK withdrawal would be the 
-increased danger to the shaliy regime of King Hussein, 
who. If he continued his present government and 
policies, might well be overthrown within a few months. 
. .This also raised the possibility of Israeli and UAR 
intervention in Jordan. The withdrawal of US forces 
from Lebanon was not likely to produce any marked or 
sudden chanze in that nountrv. 

2b Oct 50, J-2 files. 

30 Oct 58 The Secretary of State, noting the timing of King 

Hussein's vacation and the fact that no member of the 
royal family would be left in Jordan during the 
critical period following the departure of British 
forces, queried the US Ambassador in Amman on the 
possibility that Hussein might be planning not to 
return. The Ambassador's opinion was that the King 
definitely intended to retttm after approximately one 
month, and that he was obliged to go to Europe both for 
reasons of health and in connection with his con- 
teiqplated betrothal. 

{S) Msg, SecState to Amman, 1104, 30 Oct 58. 
ffOi Msg, Amman to SecState, 1234, 31 Oct 58. 

30 Oct 38 The National Security Council amended and adopted 
the draft statement of policy In NSC 5820, "U.S. 
Policy Toward the Near East,^' as revised by the NSC 
Planning Board. The final version, NSC 5820/I, was 
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approved by the President on 4 i^ovember. Some of the 
changes proposed by the JCS (see Item of 13 October 
58) had been incorporated in NSC 5820/I, although 
their recommendation concerning policy toward Iraq 
was not fully adopted. 

The primary objectives of NSC 5820/1 were 
(1) denial of the Near East area to Soviet domination, 
and (2) continued availability of sufficient Near 
Eastern oil to meet vital Western European require- 
ments on reasonable terms. Secondary objectives in- 
cluded (1) political evolution and economic and social 
development in the area to promote stable governments, 
popularly supported and resistant to Conanunist 
influence and subversion, and (2) the expansion of 
US and, where appropriate. Free World Influence in 
the area, and the countering and reduction of Comnunlst 
influence . 

To achieve these ends, the US should, among other 
things: (I) endeavor to establish an effective working 
relationship with Arab nationalism, seeking at the 
sane tine to influence, stabilize, and contain the 
movement, and recognizing that a policy of US 
accommodation to radical pan-Arab nationalism as 
symbolized by Nasser would include many elements 
contrary to US Interests; (2) accept neutralist 
policies of Near Eastern states when necessary; (3) 
support the idea of Arab unity; (4) promote national 
and regional economic development; and (5) support 
leadership groups that offered the best prospect 
of progress toward US objectives in this area. 

tnth regard to Lebanon, the US should siqpport 
tlw continued independence and Integrity of that 
country, without becoming too closely identified with 
Individual factions in Lebanese politics, and should 
seek discreetly to disengage from relationships that 
might be disadvantageous to US interests. 

With regard to Jordan, the US should, among other 
things, seek to bring about the "peaceful evolution 
of Jordan's political status," to reduce the US 
coaadtment to Jordan, and to transfer to Jordan's 
Arab neighbors responsibility for economic support 
of Jordan if possible. 

With regard to Iraq, the US should: (l) seek to 
maintain friendly relations with the new government 
on a reciprocal basis, including a willingness to 
continue US technical assistance; (2) acquiesce in 
but not actively encourage Iraqi withdrawal from the 
Baghdad Pact; (3) on request. Indicate US willingness 
to give sympathetic consideration to the continuance 
of limited military assistance if the Iraqis were 
prepared to cooperate in making its continuation 
fruitful; and (4) encourage pro-Western elements 
within Iraq, but avoid becoming Identified with specific 
individuals and political Issues. 

f«7 NSC Action No. 2003, 30 Oct 58, CMl NSC 
5820/1, '*U.S. Policy Toward the Near East," 4 Nov 58, 
CCS 381 (8-23-57) BP pt 1< 
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30 Oct 58 The head of the UN Observer* Group in, Lebanon, Oalo 
Flaza, announced that Me obnsldbred the work of the 
Group to have been coinpleted> ahd that he hoped to 
arrange for the Group's withdrawal as soon as possible, ! 
His statement followed a declaration on 29 October 

by Premier Karaml that the need for the Observer ' - 

Group had ended and that he expected to ask the Group 
to leave soon. 

NOT, 31 Oct 58, 



